
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE  

from Susan Amon 

At one of the Museum‟s events this summer, I stood next to John Grubb (local artist and woodcarver) as we 

both listened to Bonnie Kane talk about our local history.  John leaned over to me and whispered, “The 

Museum is so important to keep going.  It‟s our identity.”  I have thought about what John said over and over 

again.  I agree with his sentiment, if what he meant was that having information about the history of one‟s 

community gives a person a better sense of one‟s place in that community.  Knowing the history of one‟s 

community also connects us directly to the present state of that community.   It guides us as to where we want 

to go because we know whence we have come.  

Knowing our community‟s history also gives us a fuller understanding of ourselves because so much of our sense 

of identity comes from where we live.  After all, we marry, raise families, create a circle of friends, build homes, 

work, spend vacation time, grow old, and die in our community. So for me, besides just enjoying the old stories, I 

now understand that knowing the history of my community adds to my own sense of who I am. Thanks, John for 

the observation.  It was delicious food for thought.  To all of you who are “Nuts About History” as I and John are, 

carry on supporting the Museum in all the ways you have.  As John noted, “The Museum is so important to keep 

going.” 

175 YEARS AGO – THE PETER 

LEBECK STORY by Bonnie Ketterl Kane 
 

This year the Ridge Route Communities Museum is 

commemorating the 175th anniversary of the first 

recorded non-Indian burial in our mountain area.  It 

seems that back in 1837, Peter Lebeck was in these 

mountains with a number of companions when he 

was involved in a fatal confrontation with a grizzly 

bear.  Those traveling with Mr. Lebeck must have 

thought highly of him because they took the time to 

bury his mangled body below one of the huge oak 

trees in the future area of Fort Tejon, and to carve a 

substantial epitaph in the same tree. 

Through the years that followed, the location, with 

its fresh flowing stream, became a popular travelers 

and teamster‟s rest stop along the roadway that 

had developed through these mountains. The skulls 

of many grizzlies were found there and Indians told 

of the man who was killed by one of the bears.  

Several journals recorded the carving on the tree 

until the noble oak repaired itself and covered the 

scar with new bark. 

Over fifty years later, in 1889, a group of 

summertime campers made their annual trek to the 

site of old Fort Tejon to escape the heat of 

Bakersfield.  One of the adventurers noticed a split 

in the bark of the old oak tree and when reaching 

in felt letters on the backside of the bark.  When the 

bark was carefully removed a relief of the original 

carving was found even though the tree itself had 

been healed of the carving. 

By the time the campers returned to Bakersfield 

they had a plan to get permission from the owners 

of the property to prove up the epitaph.  Permission 

granted, the group returned the next summer and, 

after much discussion and planning began the task 

of opening the grave so long sealed. Several feet 

down, bones were discovered which proved the 

burial.  With dirt carefully removed, the entire frame 

was exposed.  The left arm was folded across the 

chest (minus the hand); the right forearm was 

missing as were both feet. It was determined that 
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two ribs on the right side were broken and that the 

skeleton was nearly six feet long and “broad in 

proportions”. 

After several photographs were taken, the 

surrounding earth was carefully worked over by 

hand in the hopes that something of a metallic 

nature, even a button might be found, but there 

was nothing, suggesting that 

the man was probably buried 

in buckskins.  Following the 

crude research, the grave 

was once again closed from 

human sight and the ladies of 

the group covered the 

mound with flowers.  The 

crude research of this group 

of adventurers has benefited 

the generations to follow and 

Peter Lebeck‟s name 

continues on in the town 

named after him, Lebec.   

 

NEW ARRIVALS – CAMELS, 
CAMELS, MORE CAMELS (AND 

SOME FLOWERS) 

The Museum bookstore 

is pleased to offer 3 new 

books, two on the local 

camel “experiment”, 

and one on local plant 

life. “The Last Camel 

Charge, the Untold 

Story of America‟s 

Desert Military 

Experiment”, is a 

recently published 

exhaustive account by 

Forrest Bryant Johnson. 

A young adult‟s book 

called “Camels for 

Uncle Sam” by Diane 

Yancey also covers the US Camel Corps story. 

Added to our library but not available in our 

bookstore is “Uncle Sam‟s Camels: The Journal of 

May Humphreys Stacey”. 

Our newest botanical offering is “A Field Guide to 

the Plants of the San Emigdio Mountains Region of 

California, including the Gorman Hills, Frazier 

Mountain Recreation Area, and Mount Pinos 

Recreation Area”. It is written by our own Pine 

Mountain botanical consultant Pam De Vries, and 

illustrated with brilliant color photos from the author 

and her husband, Otto Gasser.   

 

MOVIES ON THE MOUNTAIN 
PART 2 

Here are more movies, TV shows and personalities “on 

the hill”: 

MYRON FLOREN, the “Happy Norwegian” accordion 

player of Lawrence Welk fame, built his place on the 

mountain back in the 1960‟s. 

DON TAIT, a local resident for many years, wrote 9 

features for Disney, including “Herbie Goes Bananas” -

-- one of the Love Bug series. He was recently honored 

when a club of Love Bug enthusiasts drove their 

Herbies up to Pine Mountain and honored Don with a 

dinner and an award, of which Don is very proud. 

LANCE LEGAULT, character actor and Elvis double, 

called Cuddy Valley home in the last decade of his 

life, passing away just this September. 

We neglected to include indie film “The FP”, a parody 

shot here on the mountain, using many local faces, 

co-written and co-produced by Jason and Brandon 

Trost. 

TBN‟s “The Book of Ruth” was not only shot locally, but 

also used locals as extras. Associate Producer Mark 

Moulin lives in Pinion Pines. 

Robert Blake fell in love with the Frazier Park area while 

filming the TV show “Laramie”, so much so that he 

wed Sondra Kerr at the F.P. Community Church in 

1961. 

We also have two animal trainers based in our area: 

Steve Martin‟s Working Wildlife in Lockwood Valley 

(movies such as Gladiator, Water for Elephants, 

Beowulf, Lord of the Rings, Narnia and many more) 

and the Reynolds‟ family‟s Gentle Jungle in Lebec 

(Alice in Wonderland, ET, Dances with Wolves, Grizzly 

Adams, Twin Peaks and of course, the Taco Bell 

Chihuahua!, and many more). 

ROTATING EXHIBIT 
Our current Rotating Display is a sampling of Eloise 

Richer‟s 200 piece trivet collection. She writes: “Trivets 

have been an asset to homemakers for hundreds of 

years in some form or 

another, even when the 

primary form of cooking 

was an open fireplace. 

Today, our primary 

purpose is to protect 

surfaces from being 

damaged. This protection 

comes in many forms, but 

the types in this collection 

are the cast metal trivets. 

Some of these are so 

original that I call them “cast metal art”. Designers can 

outdo themselves with designs both simple and 

complex and even humorous”. Come in Friday, 

Saturday or Sunday 12-4 and learn more about trivets. 
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EVENTS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 

August 11th _ 
Lebec Car Tour 

Historian Bonnie 

Ketterl Kane led us on 

a tour from the site of 

the old Lebec Hotel 

to Fort Tejon. At the 

gravesite on Ft. Tejon 

grounds, Joe Laden 

did an excellent 

portrayal of Peter 

Lebeck. 

 

B. Kane photo 

 

August 18th & 
September 22nd - 

Michi's Magic 
Bookshelf  

where Michi Knight and 

Museum Historian Bonnie 

Kane led children's 

activities and games 

based on the book "Mrs. 

McNash Hangs Up the 

Wash". 

B.Kane photo 

August 23rd - 

"Night Talks" 

biologist Lynn Stafford 

spoke on "The Varied 

Birdlife of our Greater 

Frazier Mountain Area" 

to a packed house of 

approximately 50 

people. Mr. Stafford 

demonstrated 

recorded bird sounds 

along with photos of 

local species. 

 

September 22nd - San Andreas Fault 

Car Tour Tim Elam, geologist from the Buena 

Vista Museum, led a large group along the fault 

through our mountain communities.  

September 27th - "Night Talks" local 

author and teacher of Earth Skills Jim Lowery 

presented "Fall Plants for Food, Medicine and Tools" 

to a large audience of interested locals. He 

demonstrated how to make crackers from acorn 

meal and the many uses of our local elderberry 

tree. Members of the audience had the opportunity 

to make cord from milkweed. Here‟s a brief version 

of Jim‟s info on milkweed: 

 

Narrow-leaf milkweed, Asclepias fascicularis, has 

the advantage that the outer “bark” can be easily 

peeled off in the fall, dried and saved. The window 

of time for this is after the seedpods have opened 

but before their stalks turn brown. Cut the stalks 

toward the base and break off a piece about an 

inch long from the base; you will find that the inner 

stalk separates from the “skin.” Then, pull half of the 

skin all the way down as you would peel a banana, 

followed by the other half. These pieces should be 

dried in bundles, and when dry, the bundles can be 

rubbed vigorously between the palms and then 

manipulated between the fingers to soften the 

fibers and get rid of the “chaff.” This process is best 

done outdoors because there will be a lot of debris 

floating in the air as the fibers are softened. The 

finished fibers are very strong. I‟ve made bowstrings, 

bow drill strings, and nets with them.  

 

Planting milkweed attracts Monarch butterflies. In 

early summer the emerging flower buds can be 

cooked and eaten, as well as the young green 

pods before the fibers inside become too stringy. 

For more info contact Jim at his website: 

www.earthskills.com 

 

ESTATE PLANNING AND ENDOWMENTS 

Consider leaving a bequest to the Museum in your 

will, or create an ongoing endowment. 

http://www.earthskills.com/
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REST AREA REOPENING 

When the local “Fort Tejon” rest areas on the I-5 

reopened after two (?) years of renovation, they 

invited our Historian Bonnie Kane to prepare 

displays of our local history (one each on the north 

& southbound sides).  

WHO’S DOING WHAT: 
Here‟s a list of jobs and needs around the museum 

grounds (and we always need more volunteers!): 

 

President: Susan Amon  

Vice President: David Goodkin 

Secretary: Chandra Sargent Mead 

Treasurer: Daisy Cuddy 

 

Acquisitions: Curtis Newman 

Bookstore: Chandra Mead 

Computers & Web Site: Peter Mack 

Event Coordinator: Susan Amon 

Grants, & Grounds Curator: David Goodkin  

Historian & Inside Curator: Bonnie Kane 

Librarian: Karen Anthony 

Membership: Jessie Jewell Jamar 

Newsletter:  C. Mead,  B. Kane,  D. Cuddy 

Rotating Exhibits: Donna Turner 

Publicity: Lois Lee 

Docents: K. Anthony, C. Mead, D.Cuddy 

B. Kane, S. Amon, D. Goodkin, D. Turner, Pat  

Gaspers 

 

RIDGE ROUTE UPDATE 

Harrison Scott reports in August on the Preservation 

Organization website www.ridgeroute.com that the 

road on the north end remains closed just beyond 

the “Tumble Inn” hotel site. You are allowed to walk 

or hike or bicycle in, just no motorized vehicles. On 

the south end the forest service gate remains 

closed about 2 miles north of Templin Highway. 

They hope to have good news in the next few 

months, so check the website occasionally. 

LOCAL BOOKS FOR SALE 
The following titles that cover local history and/or 

were written by local authors are available online 

through our website, in our store or at Base Camp in 

PMC: 

The Art of Gathering & Making Elderberry Jam   

Cuddy Cattle Drive  

Dawn to Dusk (Poems of Florence Cuddy) 

Growing Up in Wheeler Ridge  

Heap of Eatin' Cookbook   

Heap of Livin' (McKenzie family history  

Homesteaders Heyday (Lockwood Valley – 1920's)        

Mines, Murders & Grizzlies (Lockwood Valley) 

A View From the Ridge Route: 

Vol.I The First People   

Vol. II The Fort Tejon Era  

Vol. III The Ranchos   

Vol. IV The Resources 

SCHOOL VISITS 

 

At the end of the school year in June, Bari Moulin's 

5th & 6th grade Gorman School class came to visit 

the Museum. The children got to see the inside of 

the Cuddy cabin and how locals lived in the 1850's, 

as well as try out our interactive gold panning 

display. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Many thanks to these donors of $100 or more: 
Richard & Mary Kirkpatrick  

Alice Chitwood 

Lee Ellis 

Tony Waters 

Nancy Steiger in memory of Ron Steiger 

New Lifetime Members: 

Don and Daisy Cuddy 

Frank Lloyd & Jessica Hahn-Lloyd 

http://www.ridgeroute.com/


5 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT US!!!  
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Thanks to the following businesses for their membership support: All Seasons Realty, Arnie's Auto 

Repair & Tire Shop, Frazier Park Moose Lodge 2364, and Mountains Properties Real Estate.  
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Membership Form 

Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership    $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership   $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership   $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership   $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership   $50.00 

_____   ______   Lifetime Membership   $300.00 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership given to: Name(s) ______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of ______________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent__________________________________________ 

Donations: $______Building Fund    $_______Publication Fund   $______General Fund 

THANKS TO BASE CAMP FOR OFFERING 
OUR BOOKS FOR SALE 

 

THANKS TO THE COFFEE CANTINA FOR 

THE COOKIES PROVIDED AT OUR  

“NIGHT TALKS”! 

 

THANKS TO TABATHA FOR CLEANING THE 

MUSEUM 

 

THANKS TO ROYAL ALLIANCE FOR THE 
FINANCIAL ADVICE 
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MANY THANKS TO TEJON 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE 
FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR 

NEWSLETTER!!!! 

 

The Museum and Historical Society offices are 

located at 3515 Park Drive in Frazier Park – just east 

of the Post Office. Our hours are Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday afternoons, 12 noon to 4 p.m. (Summer 

„til 5 p.m.)  

For donations our tax I.D. # is 77-0431597  

Museum phone: 661-245-RRHS (7747)  

Web site: www.rrchs.org  

Email: rrchs@frazmtn.com  
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR LABEL FOR 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM  

& HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW DOCENT: Many thanks to Pat Gaspers 

for stepping up to the plate and volunteering as a 

docent! We can always use more!  

 

DESPERATELY SEEKING 

DOCENTS! 
 

RAFFLE 
Make sure to buy your raffle tickets! There will be 

THREE prizes for this year's drawing: Alice Chitwood's 

Shenandoah quilt, John Grubb's Lebec Hotel wood-

carved plaque, and Raymond Dietz' tax return 

preparation. NOTICE:  The Museum will not be 

hosting a craft faire in November as previously 

advertised. The drawing instead will be on 

Saturday, Dec. 1st at noon at the Museum. 

 

 


