
 
 

PAST PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
 from Susan Amon 

It has been my pleasure and 

honor to serve as the Museum’s 

president for the past year. As I 

shift out of this position, I’ll 

continue to keep my contact 

with the Museum by serving as 

a docent and head of the 

“Historic and Geological 

Landmarks” project that we’ll 

embark on this next year. 

Please watch your newsletter 

for information regarding this 

project. I want to thank 

everyone for supporting the 

events that we sponsored this 

past year. In particular, I want 

to give a huge “ATTA BOY” to 

all the Board members and 

docents who keep the Museum 

organized and running. Thank 

you for giving me the 

opportunity to serve as your 

president.   

 

HELP NEEDED FOR THE 

“DO NOTHING 
FESTIVAL” 

We wish to announce that we 

have scheduled a mid-winter 

fund-raising event where you, 

and we, “do nothing”!! As these 

winter months are not a good 

time to plan an event, and the 

expenses continue, we have 

decided to see if we could raise 

some funds by asking our 

membership, if, instead of 

helping us out with your time 

and talents, you could possibly 

send a $20 donation (or more) – 

envelope enclosed.  

WILD WEST SHOW AT THE TEJON CORRAL 
 On November 2nd, 2013 the Museum sponsored a "first", an 

amazing program of fancy gun-slinging and cowboy music by local 

performer Joey Dillon, and trick roping by Will Roberts, at Tejon Ranch's 

Equestrian Center in Lebec, CA. Local actor David Stenstrom was the 

Master of Ceremonies. It was well attended by upwards of 150 adults 

and children. The FMHS Booster Club provided refreshment, and the 

Museum offered books and raffle tickets. 
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MAJOR CHANGES AT THE MUSEUM . . . 
 We have had a bit of a shake-up at the museum as three of our 

key people retired at year's end.   

 The first is Curtis Newman, who has continually been a part of 

the museum staff of volunteers for some 17 years. Curtis and his wife, 

Alma, joined our efforts right from the start back in 1996. He has long 

covered some of the maintenance duties, nurtured our map collection 

and faithfully recorded incoming acquisitions. 

 Next is the very dedicated Daisy Cuddy, who also has been with 

us since our founding. Daisy has worn many hats over the years, most 

recently as our Treasurer, bringing us into the computer age; and co-

editor of our newsletter. Thankfully she has agreed to continue on as our 

bookkeeper, doing all those computer entries.  

 The third one to make a change in her life is our past president, 

Susan Amon, who filled our lives with many museum events, making the 

museum a very recognized force in the community and the county. 

Susan works full-time in Bakersfield, so keeping up with all the museum 

responsibilities was quite amazing. However, we are pleased that Susan 

is willing to continue on as a docent. 

 

WISH LIST. . . 
---If you are upgrading and have a hand-me-down 17-22” flat-screen 

TV, we could use it to show our historic DVD’s at the museum. 

---Rolls of chicken wire: to enclose our new farm shed. 



GRANT RECEIVED . .  
 We are pleased to announce that the Kern 

County Board of Trade awarded the Museum $1000 

to produce a new museum brochure. We are really 

looking forward to this, as our current brochure is ten 

years old. Look for a sample brochure in a future 

newsletter.  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sat. March 22, 10:00 a.m.: basket weaving class at 

the museum; cost $10. 

Fri.-Sun. March 28-30, 12-4 each day:  Book signing 

of Bonnie Ketterl Kane's newest book in the View 

from The Ridge Route series - Volume V - The 

Roadways.  For these days only, this book will be 

approx $23; from April 1 on, the price should be 

about $26.  During the book signing, ALL other books 

in the store will be 10% off. 

Sat. April 26, begins at 10:00 at the museum: Ridge 

Route Tour conducted by Bonnie Kane, with 

emphasis on her new book, The Roadways; cost $10. 

Sat. May 17: Tea/Garden Party, potentially at the 

Tejon Ranch headquarters; cost $20. 

Fri. noon-Sun. noon May 23-25: Car show History 

Rally: cost to enter $25; winning prize $50. Learn 

about the local history as you follow the directions. 

Tue. June 24 at 7:00 p.m.: Native American Nite Talk; 

drum circle at our Chumash area; speaker; cost $10. 
 

MANUFACTURED IN LEBEC. . . 
 Some months ago we received an 

interesting request for information on an item 

produced by Lucky Stevens, a former resident of the 

Lebec area. Nick Whelan, of Logan, Utah, is a 

collector of old mining equipment and came across 

the piece shown below.  

 In the past we have heard of other mining 

equipment, such as a shaker table and shaker bowl, 

that have the inscription “Lucky Manufacturing Co, 

Lebec CA”. If any of our members should have other 

items, or information about Mr. Steven’s items, let us 

know. 

 

      
    A Ball Mill with Lucky Mining Co, Lebec, Calif. on the side 

NATIVE AMERICAN NEWS . .  
 The local Native American Community lost a 

very respected elder in September of 2013. Charlie 

Cook lived in the Acton area but over the years he 

and his father Cy Cook spent a good deal of time in 

our local mountains as consultants and advisors. San 

Fernando Mission records indicate that Charlie’s 

family had long lived in the areas of the San 

Fernando, Santa Clarita and Antelope Valleys, as 

well as ties to the Chumash people of our 

mountains. He was often involved in seeing to it that 

the remains of the ancestors were respected 

throughout Southern California. He will be missed. 

        
 courtesy of Santa Clarita Valley Historic Society 
 

150 YEARS AGO . . . INDIANS AT FORT 

TEJON      by Bonnie Ketterl Kane 

 We have in our archives copy of an article 

from a February 1864 issue of the SACRAMENTO 

DAILY UNION newspaper. It seems that on January 

18th of that year “a half breed Indian woman – 

instigated by bad whisky,” got into an argument or 

fight at/or in the area of, Fort Tejon.  

 The article read: “The half breed known as 

Marie Grande stabbed and killed another Indian 

woman called Leona. Four of the squaws, including 

the murderess, have been locked up in the guard 

house. A white man was also arrested and locked 

up, charged with selling liquor to the Indians, and his 

stock of whiskey, amounting to fifteen or twenty 

gallons was destroyed.” 

 To regress: Fort Tejon was closed in 1861 to 

move the troops to Los Angeles to protect the 

harbor during the Civil War. By the summer of 1863 a 

new fort on the eastern side of the Owens Valley 

(Fort Independence - as it was founded on the 

fourth of July) took the place of Fort Tejon. Its 

purpose was to guard the Eastern Sierras against 

unwanted invasion from the East. The men were also 

responsible for keeping peace with the Indians. This 

became problematic so it was decided to move 

about a thousand of the native Paiutes to the 

Reservation near Fort Tejon. In the meantime the 

reservation land had been purchased to become a 

part of Tejon Ranch,                (continued page 5) 



and the soldiers were not allowed to place any 

more Indians there. Instead they marched them up 

to Fort Tejon where they lived in the woods north of 

the fort – California’s own “Trail of Tears". The fort was 

again occupied.  

 It was difficult enough for the people from 

the Owens Valley to have been forced from their 

homeland that winter into freezing cold conditions 

at Fort Tejon. They basically had to survive on what 

they could find in the woods to eat and build 

shelter. But even worse to know that a greedy white 

man was taking advantage of the situation by 

selling them liquor! It is likely that the only way native 

people could have paid for whiskey would have 

been with baskets or other items they made, or 

prostitution.  

 On May 8th of 1864 the DAILY ALTA 

CALIFORNIA, reported that Marie Grande had been 

convicted by a military court at Fort Tejon. The 

article read: “The case was subsequently transferred 

to the State courts.” It is a surprise that an Indian 

woman would be given that much respect in that 

day, but the article did continue to let us know that 

Marie was: “the posthumous rib (indicates that her 

father is dead) of a white man who lives at the Fort" 

(which indicates that he is alive)" and who has 

manifested a deeper interest in the preservation 

and possession of this dusky rib" (dark skinned 

person) "than many a white man in California has 

shown for the possession of a fairer skinned and 

more lovely helpmate" (the prejudice of the day 

coming through).  

 "The Grand Jury of this county" (probably Los 

Angeles County) "found a true bill, chiefly upon the 

testimony of a soldier, who testified to seeing a blow 

given, the death of the woman struck, and the 

finding of a knife under or about the body of the 

deceased. To-day, when called to give testimony 

before the jury, he could not, or would not, 

recognize the prisoner as the person who gave the 

blow, or that he knew her at all, and he was such a 

complete know-nothing that he hardly knew that a 

murder had been committed. The prosecuting 

attorney was so disgusted with the condition of his 

case and indignant at the ignorance of his witness, 

that he abandoned it at once." Possibly the 

convicted woman’s father had had some influence 

here. The article continues with another interesting 

comment: “Thus another pretty little bill of expenses 

is thrown upon the county and without any benefit” 

(would it have benefited the county to have had a 

conviction??).   

 We could go on and try to figure out who 

could have been Marie’s father and was living in the 

area of the Fort in 1864. The last name of Grande 

indicates her father was possibly of Spanish or 

Mexican descent. No record has been located in 

the history of the Fort at that time.  

 In the summer of 1864, the Owens Valley 

Indians, or what was left of them, were marched 

north to the Tule Reserve where conditions were 

much better than Fort Tejon offered.  

 

300th ANNIVERSARY . . .SERRA'S 

BIRTHDAY     by Bonnie Ketterl Kane 

 It’s not often that we get to celebrate a big 

multi centennial anniversary in California. Last 

November was 300 years since the birth of 

California’s Junipero Serra. When he was sixteen 

years old he joined the Franciscan order of the 

Catholic church in his native Spain. The order later 

sent Serra to Mexico where he founded a mission in 

Baja California and, as every fourth grader knows, 

went on to establish 9 of the 21 missions in "Alta" 

California, starting in 1769.  

 Even though there was little settlement on 

the West Coast of this country at the time, news was 

received from the East Coast of the Colonies' 

Revolutionary War. Amazingly, Father Serra took up 

a collection of about $137 from his mission parishes 

and sent it to General Washington to support the 

colonials efforts. An interesting little known fact. . . 

 

2014-15  BOARD 
Our board as we begin 2014 will consist of: 

David Goodkin (our new President),  

Bethel Billesbach (our new Vice President),  

Chandra Sargent Mead (our ongoing Secretary),  

Bonnie Kane (our interim Treasurer),  

Pete Mack, Donna Turner and Hanni Mosig. 

 

VISITORS 
 This last year we had 995 visitors to the 

museum, a slight reduction from the year before, but 

still an overall upward trend. We hope to get our 

local schools to bring many more classes for field 

trips this year. Our visitors in 2013 were from places as 

far away as Pahoa, HI and Belfast, Ireland; New 

York, Utah, North Dakota, Minnesota, Arizona, 

Oregon, Vermont, all over California and many from 

our local community.   

 

BOOKSTORE 
 Harrison Scott's book "Ridge Route - The Road 

that United California" is now out of print; the few 

copies that we have remaining for sale are "it" until 

he comes out with a new edition.  

 Bonnie Ketterl Kane's newest volume of her 

series "The View from the Ridge Route", entitled "The 

Roadways" is expected to be out by the end of 

February. See our schedule of events for details on 

her book signing. 
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START SAVING RUMMAGE ITEMS FOR OUR YARD SALE ON 

LABOR DAY SEPTEMBER 1ST! 
 

DO NOTHING FESTIVAL!  

 THE ENTIRE MONTH OF FEBRUARY! 
  SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS 

 

MANY THANKS TO 

 
FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR NEWSLETTER!!!! 

 

A BIG "THANK YOU" TO SCOTT ROSEN & FRAZIER 

MOUNTAIN INTERNET FOR HIS SERVICES AND SUPPORT! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM  

& HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR  

LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWAL DATE! 
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT 
SUPPORT US! 

 

 

 



STAFF POTLUCK                   Kane photo 

 
 

 We wanted to say "thank you" to all the docents and other volunteers who have made what we do 

possible all year long, so we threw them a potluck party at the home of Hanni Mosig in Pinion Pines. Shown: 

back row(l to r) Bob Glass, Don Cuddy, Mike Cram, Daisy Cuddy, Susan Amon; front row - Chandra Mead, 

Hanni Mosig, Bethel Billesbach, Don Billesbach, Bonnie Kane, Jim Kane, Susan Goodkin, David Goodkin. Not 

shown: Teresa Dyer, Karen Anthony, Pat Gaspers, Donna Turner, Pete Mack,  

 

 
The Museum and Historical Society offices are located at 3515 Park Drive in Frazier Park – just east of the Post Office. Our 

hours are Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoons, 12 noon to 4 p.m. (Summer ‘til 5 p.m.)        For donations our tax I.D.# is 

77-0431597  Museum phone: 661-245-RRHS (7747)                 Web site: www.rrchs.org                Email: rrchs@frazmtn.com  

 

 

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES! 

Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership     $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership    $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership    $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership    $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership    $50.00 

_____   _____   Lifetime Membership    $300.00 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of _____________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent_________________________________________________ 

Donations: $______Building Fund  $_______Publication Fund  $______General Fund

 

mailto:rrchs@frazmtn.com

