
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE  

from Susan Amon 

 

A new year is upon us and the Museum Board is busy 

organizing events for the year.   We hope to bring you 

more “Night Talks,” as well as some fun and interesting 

tours and fundraisers.  We‟re also moving forward 

preparing articles for a monthly history column being 

started by Patric Hedlund, editor of The Mountain 

Enterprise and The New Mountain Pioneer, who has been 

a great supporter of the Museum since its inception. 

(Thank you, Patric and Gary.)  The Museum is excited to 

be a part of this project, which helps to keep our 

Mountain history alive and accurate, for all the 

newcomers, as well as for old-timers who‟ve been 

around for a while and need a refresher.  
 

Our historian, Bonnie Kane, will be providing talks with the 

Tejon Ranch Conservancy group this year and 

concentrating on completing her fifth book in her series, 

A View from the Ridge Route. This volume will cover the 

Roadways.  We are looking forward to its completion and 

being able to offer it in our bookstore.                                             Our gas station after a recent snowstorm (B. Kane photo)     

  

We‟re also welcoming a couple of new Board members and docents this year, as well as saying “Goodbye” 

and “A Million Thanks” to some others who are leaving. We welcome anyone who is interested in working to 

help us accomplish our mission.  We always have room for new ideas to improve our operation.   Give us a call 

or come to a Board meeting, which is open to everyone. The meetings will now be held at the Museum on the 

3rd Saturday of each month starting at 10:00 a.m.   
See you at the Museum! Bring a friend! 

 

15 YEARS AGO – MUSEUM OPENS 
 

Our story actually begins three years before, in late 

1995, when a group celebrated the 100th anniversary 

of the Lebec post office.  At that time it was decided 

that a historical society for the area was greatly 

needed. The next spring the “Ridge Route 

Communities Museum and Historical Society”, a 

name chosen to include all who live, and have lived, 

along the well known Ridge Route roadway, was 

formed. A very enthusiastic Board of Directors began 

this newsletter, the “Ridge Route Rambler”. Just two 

years later, in 1998, a store front building was rented 

in Lake of the Woods and our museum was born.  

 

By 2003, property was purchased in Frazier Park that 

included grounds begging to be filled with local 

history, and an old house that was remodeled into a 

small museum.  The first dream fulfilled was the 

donation and relocation of the old Cuddy log cabin 

from west of Lake of the Woods to the museum 

grounds– a complicated process that took lots of 

careful study by those who undertook the challenge.  

 

Through the ten years that followed much has been 

accomplished inside the museum with a small store 

of local history and other books,  hundreds of 

growing history files, an expanding library, new 

exhibits and more. The grounds now contain a mock 

1930‟s gasoline service station, where many an 
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antique car has taken advantage of the photo 

opportunity, an ever expanding mining exhibit, farm 

and road work machinery, lamp posts from the 

beautiful old Lebec Hotel and the latest addition, a 

Native American area. Programs have included 

history tours, talks on a variety of topics, basket 

weaving, craft and antique fairs, the annual picnic 

and the popular rummage sale at the historic Cuddy 

barn.  

All this could not have been accomplished without 

the support of members such as you. As we continue 

to dream big towards an addition to the museum 

building and expanding the grounds, we thank you 

for your continued support. 

 

 
First museum bldg. in Lake of the Woods 

 

 
Current museum building in Frazier Park  

 

 
Opening ceremonies 2003 

 
Cuddy cabin reconstruction 

 

 Gas station construction 
 

 
Michelle Nosco painting mural 
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VISITOR'S REPORT 

In 2012 we had more visitors than we had ever had 

in a year: 1102 people. We didn't have any guests 

from outside the United States this time, but they did 

come from far and wide inside our country: Silver 

Spring, MD, Menomonee Falls, WI,  Mabank, TX, 

Vancouver, WA, Goodyear, AZ,  Rainier, Klamath 

Falls, and Joseph, OR. Joseph is the home of one of 

the Cuddy family ancestors, Chief Joseph.  Within 

California, visitors came from San Diego to Oroville, 

from Roseville to Cambria, from Meadow Vista to 

Twain Harte to Orange. (How many need an atlas 

or Google to find these places?) But the bulk of our 

visitors were from here in our community. 

Some of our visitor's comments:  "first rate resources", 

"found pic of my house", "spent summers here in the 

'60's", "I'm a Whitener Tree descendent", "I'm a 'used-

to-be' Ralphs", "following the San Andreas", and 

"glad you're saving history". 

RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS 

The raffle drawing was held on December 1, 2012 

at the Museum. John Grubb's wood plaque of the 

Lebec Hotel was won by Cathy Valch of Frazier 

Park; Alice Chitwood's quilt was won by Laura 

Andresen of Pine Mountain Club, and Raymond 

Dietz's tax preparation service was won by Judi 

Peterson of Winton, CA. Congratulations to All! 

NEW ARRIVALS TO OUR LIBRARY 
by Bonnie Ketterl-Kane  

It has come to our attention that our members 

might be interested in knowing what books are in or 

have been added to our museum library.  Some of 

the latest additions have been based on Edward 

Beale – the founder of Tejon Ranch – and his efforts 

to bring the camels to Fort Tejon and create a 

southern wagon train road to California – that 

became “Route 66”. 

The first of these books, UNCLE SAM‟S CAMELS, 

includes the journals of a young May Humphreys 

Stacey and Edward Beale –who had crossed the 

country numerous times in the ten years or so 

before.   

It was the Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis who 

urged the southern route (possibly with thoughts 

towards the secessionist movement??).  Beale was 

appointed the superintendent of the road survey 

for a salary of $3000.  He was also appointed to 

take about 25 of the camels, that had been   

 

brought to Texas for use in the deserts of the 

southwest, to test their “endurance, usefulness and 

economy” – all of which he found exceptional. 

With an entourage of about 50 men, including 

cooks, herders, surveyors, a doctor, a journalist,  an 

artist, road workers and Arab camel handlers, the 

caravan began in May of 1857. The book is  a 

wonderful read of hardships, scenery and some 

good times as well! 

Two related books are Forrest Bryant Johnson‟s new 

book THE LAST CAMEL CHARGE which covers 

events leading to the camel experiment and what 

was going on throughout the Southwest as Beale 

and his group traveled west – excellent book!   Also 

somewhat related is the book  MASSACRE ON THE 

GILA, which tells of the last major battle between 

Native Americans that took place in southern 

Arizona as Beale was passing through Northern 

Arizona.  

After reaching California Mr. Beale turned around 

and headed back to the East Coast and then 

again west to check out his new road in the winter 

months.  This Beale journal, beginning in Arkansas in 

October of 1858, is covered in the book WAGON 

ROAD – FORT SMITH TO COLORADO RIVER.  He was 

met by his friend Sam Bishop with supplies to help 

them across the California desert, and some of the 

camels he had delivered to Fort Tejon the year 

before. The book THE LAST CAMEL CHARGE (above) 

relates the story of Bishop and party being attacked 

by Indians on the west side of the Colorado River 

and how the camels saved the day – again a great 

read. 

There is a fifth book related to these adventures 

that we are looking to acquire.  It is ALONG THE 

BEALE TRAIL: A Photographic Account of the 

Wasted Range Land Based on the Diary of Beale – 

1857.  This is by H. C. Lockett who in 1940 

photographed the route that Beale recorded.  An 

interesting connection. . . 

 

On a different note, we have also added two 

books about Young Chief Joseph, I WILL FIGHT NO 

MORE FOREVER by Merrill D. Beal, and CHIEF 

JOSEPH & THE FLIGHT OF THE NEZ PERCE by Kent 

Nerburn. Young Chief Joseph was the brother of 

Eliza, who married Joseph Gale, whose daughter in 

turn married John Fletcher Cuddy, founder of the 

local Cuddy family. All of these books are available 

at the museum for in-house research.  

 



4 

TEJON RANCH TOURS 

Through the invitation of the recently established 

Tejon Ranch Conservancy our museum historian, 

Bonnie Kane, has begun doing some history tours of 

Tejon Ranch.  The Conservancy is responsible for the 

care of a major portion of the Ranch while small 

portions are developed commercially and set aside 

as residential areas.  The history tours will take place 

in the lower San Joaquin Valley from Grapevine 

Canyon to Tejon Canyon.  Another event will be 

held at the very historic Liebre Adobe in the 

Western end of the Antelope Valley – the oldest 

remaining structure between Castaic and 

Bakersfield. 

The number of people that can be taken on the 

cultural history tours is limited by how many the 

authorized Conservancy vehicles can carry, so the 

tours fill up fast.  If you are interested in joining one 

of these tours go to www.Tejonconservancy.org 

and sign up to receive their emails so you can be 

notified of the schedule.  The event at the Liebre 

Adobe is  “drive your own vehicle”, includes a walk-

about the property and is open to greater numbers 

of guests.  Details for both activities are on their web 

site.  

BASKET WEAVING CLASS 

The popular pine-needle basket weaving class has 

been offered at the Museum for some 14 years. This 

year's class will be held on Saturday morning, 

March 9 at 10:00 a.m. If you are interested  in joining 

the fun, please call the museum at 245-7747 for 

reservations.  

RIDGE ROUTE UPDATE 

For the past year or more, Harrison Scott, the 

founder of the Ridge Route Preservation 

Organization has continuously met with frustration in 

his efforts to get the old Ridge Route open again.  

Much of the slowdown is a result of needing to work 

with the Forest Service and its budget cuts and 

changes in personnel.  Since the road runs through 

the Angeles National Forest it is the responsibility of 

the Forest Service 

When a portion of the road was washed out in 

2005, gates were installed at the old Tumble Inn site 

and just north of Templin Highway closing it to 

through traffic.  The RRPO has kept the road 

repaired, but it seems oil and gas line companies 

have not completed their portion of the work, 

needed because of the same storms.   

"Scotty" was instrumental in getting the Ridge Route 

road on the National Register of Historic Places in 

1997. Since then he has hoped to get it named to 

the National Scenic Byways list so that Federal funds 

can be made available to help maintain the road – 

funds that would not affect the Forest Service 

budget.   The big hang-up is that the road has to be 

open in order to get that designation. 

Scott and members of the RRPO have been 

assigned a key to the gates and have faithfully sent 

work parties up on the Ridge Route to work with 

shovels, wheelbarrows and sledgehammers to do 

whatever they can to clean culverts and keep the 

road clear of rocks and fallen trees.  This work would 

be much easier if the Forest Service would allow the 

work crews to use a small skid loader but fire 

concerns have limited this. 

 

In a recent article in the Los Angeles Times, the 

reporter spoke with the Angeles Forest District 

Ranger, who indicated that the utility companies 

should be done with their work this year, that he will 

be pursuing funds to improve portions of the road 

and will support the National Scenic Byway 

appointment.   

HOW TO CREATE A LEGACY 
THROUGH A WILL 
 

Did you know that 60 percent of Americans never 

get around to creating a will? Sadly, these people 

never experience the peace of mind that comes 

from knowing the final disposition of their assets. To 

the contrary, their property  is usually distributed in a 

way they would not have chosen.  

 

When you create a will, please consider including 

the Ridge Route Museum in your estate plan to 

preserve the history of our area.  To include the 

Museum in your will, use a sentence such as this: 

 

 "I give _________________ (specific amount or 

property, percentage or residue) to the Ridge Route 

Communities Museum & Historical  Society for the 

purpose of historical preservation of the Mountain 

Communities  (Tax ID #77-0431597)".  
(Thanks to the Arbor Day Foundation for the idea and wording of 

this subject). 

 
NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS:  
Jim and Bonnie Kane  

(for their many years of dedication to the 

development of the museum and historical society) 

 

http://www.tejonconservancy.org/
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ROTATING EXHIBIT 
 

Our current Rotating Display is from Bonnie Kane's 

collection of old Valentine's Day cards from the 

early 1900's,  that she inherited from her mother. 

 

 
 

MANY THANKS TO TEJON 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE 
FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR 

NEWSLETTER!!!! 

 

2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
From 2012, we retain Board members Susan Amon 

(President), David Goodkin (Vice President), Daisy 

Cuddy (Treasurer), Chandra Sargent Mead 

(Secretary), Bonnie Kane, Jessie Jewel Jamar, 

Donna Turner, Peter Mack and Bethel Billesbach. 

We said goodbye and thank you to Harry Nelson 

and Lois Lee. Our new Board members are Dale 

Sheldon and Hanni Mosig. 

 

DOCENTS: Karen Anthony, C. Mead, D.Cuddy, 

B. Kane, S. Amon, D. Goodkin, D. Turner, Pat  

Gaspers, H. Mosig, D. Sheldon 

 

THANKS TO TABATHA FOR CLEANING 

THE MUSEUM          

  

WANTED:                      
CONTRACTORS AND MATERIALS FOR 

OUR 'AMPITHEATRE' EXPANSION; 
SOMEONE TO CUT AND HAUL OFF 

LARGE WALNUT TREE BRANCHES 

 

 

Thanks to the following businesses for 

their membership support: 

Frazier Park Moose Lodge #2364:                            

P.O. Box 215, Frazier Park, CA 93225;   661-245-1630 

Snedden Ranch;                                                        

P.O. Box 129, Maricopa, CA 93252;       661-747-5646 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES 

THAT SUPPORT US!!!  
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Membership Form 

Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership    $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership   $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership   $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership   $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership   $50.00 

_____   _____   Lifetime Membership   $300.00 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of _____________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent_________________________________________________ 

Donations: $______Building Fund  $_______Publication Fund  $______General Fund 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

 
 
 
RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM  

& HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225 

 

 

 

The Museum and Historical Society  

offices are located at 3515 Park Drive 

in Frazier Park – just east of the Post  

Office. Our hours are Friday, Saturday  

and Sunday afternoons, 12 noon to  

4 p.m. (Summer „til 5 p.m.)  

For donations our tax I.D.# is 77-0431597  

Museum phone: 661-245-RRHS (7747)  

Web site: www.rrchs.org  

Email: rrchs@frazmtn.com  

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR LABEL FOR 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE! 
 


