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        General Petroleum, Continental Station  fire                                                                              (From the collection of Don & Daisy Cuddy) 

 
100 YEARS AGO. .  
By Bonnie Ketterl Kane  

Following the days of Fort Tejon, one of the 

greatest influences on the growth of the Frazier 

Mountain area was the installation of oil and 

natural gas pipelines that were run through the 

mountain passes.  The purpose of these lines 

was to carry those valuable products from the 

flourishing oil fields around Taft, California.  Prior 

to the pipelines the oil and natural gas had to 

be transported by wagon or trucks to the 

railroad in Bakersfield, or along crude dirt 

mountain roads to the harbor in Los Angeles.  

Work to improve these conditions was begun in 

1912 and continued for the ten to twelve years 

that followed.  Added to the work to lay the 

lines were the building of eleven transfer or 

pumping plants/stations, with housing for the 

workers and their families at the sites, which 

added greatly to the activity and population 

along the route. 

 

Midway Gas, later the Southern California Gas 

Company, was the first to put in a line and 

pumping plants. The first plant or station locally 

was at the base of Grapevine Canyon. On up 

the mountain was a yard with warehouse, 

bunkhouse, office and homes, which was 

located just north of the present community of 

old Lebec.  These buildings, updated in the 

1930’s, are still located near the Lebec exit off I-

5.  The Gas Company put in a 12" natural gas 

pipeline through the mountains from Kettleman 

Hills to Long Beach in 1912, a 20" pipeline in 

1929 and a 26" line in 1931. 

 

The Richfield Oil Company, first known as the 

Pan American Oil Company, began their oil 

pipeline at Lake Station near Taft, ran it on to 

Wheeler Ridge, to Grapevine, up to Tejon or 

Lebec Station, and over the mountains to a 

station at Newhall, then to the Watson Refinery 

at Alameda & Willow in Los Angeles. At each of 

the stations it was necessary to heat the oil in 

the winter time to continue the flow. There 

were five employee houses at each station– 

three for families, one was a bunk house and 

one was a boarding house.   

      Richfield housing at Lebec (S. Watson photo) 
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All had wonderful porches that surrounded the 

homes for visiting and sleeping on hot summer 

nights.  The Richfield Company also kept 

beautiful picnic grounds at their station just 

north of Fort Tejon. These grounds were used by 

most major oil companies for their annual 

picnics until the highway was widened for 

Interstate 5. 

 

The General Petroleum Company, now known 

as Mobil Oil, set up their stations from Taft to a 

station called Pendelton, then to the San 

Emigdio Station, Rose Station, the Grapevine 

Pumping Station and from there up to the 

Lebec Plant which sent it on to the Quail Lake 

Station. 

 
Lebec Pipe Line Station 1914 (current “Mobil tanks” at 

entrance to Los Padres Estates) 

 

The purpose of these stations or pumping 

plants was to heat the oil with exhaust steam 

and send it on to its next destination by steam-

operated pumps. In the early days of the line, 

the oil was sent from Quail Lake through a line 

along what became the Ridge Route Road, a 

road first created by power-line construction 

and oil company employees.  By the late 

1920’s most of the “ridge line” was 

discontinued and the oil was sent through a 

line down in the canyon to the west, though 

some oil lines are still in use along the old 

roadway.  From the Quail Lake Station another 

line sent oil to the east to the Antelope 

Pumping Plant located in an open area north 

of the community of Fairmont. From there the 

oil was sent to the Willow Springs Pumping 

Station and then on to Mojave for use by the 

railroads and to be shipped by rail. This line was 

discontinued in 1949.  The system was in 

operation twenty-four hours a day and seven 

days a week. The eight inch pipeline delivered 

24,000 barrels of fuel every twenty-four hours. 

The pipeline was referred to as “the bank line” 

because the oil that ran through it was like 

money in the bank. 

These oil pumping stations were in full service 

for thirty-eight years but when trains began 

using diesel fuel, the plants were dismantled 

and some of the pipeline removed by the 

1950’s.  

  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

 

I wanted to use this column to give a big 

“SHOUT OUT” to all the volunteers who keep 

the Ridge Route Communities Museum alive 

and well.  Well, at least steadily plugging along.  

Certainly, we could do better if we had more 

money and more volunteers, as most non-

profits would agree, but we do pretty well.  I 

have learned over the years of my volunteer 

service (and that has been over five years, 

now) that volunteering is a complete labor of 

love.  Our Museum only exists because of the 

persistence of a few people, who love our 

local history, the Museum, and the 

camaraderie that is created when people 

work together toward a common goal.  I have 

come to recognize and appreciate how every 

hour or minute of someone’s volunteer services 

is precious and worthwhile. I also realized how 

rarely their efforts get noticed and 

acknowledged. So, for all of those volunteers 

who slave over the computer, docent at the 

museum, pull weeds, plant plants, design and 

create displays, log acquisitions, give talks, 

paint signs, vacuum floors, organize events, sell 

books, sit at board meetings, maintain the 

website, fix our computers, organize files, from 

the young to the seniors among us, you truly 

are a special group of people. You have 

incredible creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, 

organizational skills, imagination, patience, and 

compassion for our local history, which shows in 

your commitment to the Museum.   To all of 

you, THANK YOU, and please, CARRY ON!  This 

is your Museum.  I hope you are as proud as I 

am to be a part of the Ridge Route 

Communities Museum and as appreciative as I 

am for all your hard work.  Please keep 

supporting the Museum in whatever ways you 

can. Visit us often, stop in to see our new 

displays, visit the website to see what’s new, 

attend our events, and support our 

membership.  For those of us who are “Nuts 

about History” we will still be here offering an 

historical perspective. 

Susan Amon, President 
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WORLD WAR II EXPERIENCES: 

The Ridge Route Communities Museum is 

commemorating the 70th anniversary of the 

years and events of World War II.  Docent & 

Director Donna Turner has installed an exhibit of 

items from those years and a very meaningful 

program was held at the museum on Saturday, 

March 24th.  Nineteen local residents of various 

mountain communities came to share their 

remembrances of WW II.  Honored guests were 

three veterans of that War: Harry Nelson, John 

Early and Curtis Newman.  All three served in 

the Pacific Theatre: Harry in the Army Air Corp, 

John as a Navy signalman on an amphibious 

landing vehicles and Curtis on the Admiral of 

the Pacific’s ship just after the end of the war.   

 
 Harry Nelson & John Early   (B.Kane photo) 

 

Gary Lee spoke for his mother, Louella Lee, 

about his father and her husband Bert Lee.  

Bert Lee was a part of the squadron of B-17’s 

that flew into Hickman Air Force Base, unknown 

to them, in the midst of the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor.  Lee’s plane was the first to be shot 

down in WW II.  Gary’s wife, Lois Lee, had 

interesting stories to tell as well as her parents 

were teenagers of Japanese heritage living on 

the island of Molokai at the time. 

 

The commander of the local VFW branch, 

Dave Gilman, addressed the group and told of 

the first prisoner of war taken just prior to the 

attack on Pearl Harbor.   Art & Carole Dobreski 

told of their childhoods in New England during 

the war.  David & Barbara Parrott shared some 

amazing stories of being small children living 

just west of London, England during the War.  

The originator of the program, Donna Turner, 

told of her husband, Doug Turner’s, 

experiences having been involved in the Battle 

of the Bulge in France and in events in 

Germany.  All other present had stories to tell of 

family members.    

 

Museum Board member, Chandra Mead, 

shared a very interesting old video of her father 

(Channing Sargent)’s fighter plane unit on 

aircraft carriers in the Pacific.  The public is 

invited to visit the museum to view this video 

and the World War II display that will be up 

through Memorial Day. 

 

 
Art & Carole Dobreski, Lois, Gary & Louella Lee, Donna 

Turner, Robert “Redbeard” Sanders at World War II event  

(C.Mead photo) 

 

 
MUSEUM EVENTS YOU MISSED! 
On Saturday March 24th, two events took place 

at the Museum, both well attended. Bonnie 

Kane, once again, held her pine needle basket 

weaving class and in spite of the rainy weather 

a dozen or so people showed up to learn the 

craft of basket weaving. 

 

 
 Basket weavers in training (B.Kane: photo) 

 

(The demand for the class was so great that 

Bonnie added another class earlier in the 

month for local Girl and Boy Scout troops.) 
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(B.Kane photos) 

 

Then, later on the 24th, the Museum sponsored 

an interactive discussion of WWII memories and 

experiences. Approximately twenty people 

attended the event and shared personal and 

family stories of WWII experiences. This event 

coincided with our indoor display of WWII 

memorabilia which will remain up until after 

Memorial Day in May. (see detailed article 

page 3) 

 

           
             (C.Mead photo) 

On April 21st the Museum had a table with our 

children’s books for sale at the 3rd Annual Arts 

for Earth Day.  

 

On April 26th-our new event “NIGHT TALKS” 

hosted Harrison Irving Scott or “Scotty”, author 

of “The Ridge Route-The Road that United 

California”, at the Frazier Park Library. He 

discussed the history and future of the Old 

Ridge Route Road and its designation as a 

national treasure. Scotty showed us pictures of 

the Ridge Route never before seen, that will 

appear in the next edition of his book. 

 

COMING EVENTS: 
 
May 24, 2012-“Night Talks” presents: 

“Lions, Coyotes and Bears, Oh My!, the people 

and wildlife of Hungry Valley”. Michelle 

Hofmann, State Park Interpreter for Hungry 

Valley SVRA, will entertain us with pictures of 

wildlife spotted in Hungry Valley and known to 

be present in our mountain communities.  She’ll 

share the history of how animals have been 

used to sustain the lives of early settlers and 

native peoples in our mountains. The talk will be 

held at the new Frazier Park Library located at 

3732 Park Drive in Frazier Park. Cookies will be 

provided by The Coffee Cantina, and coffee 

and juice will be provided by the Museum. So, 

bring your sweet tooth and your questions 

about wildlife. The talk is free, starts at 6:00 pm, 

and is open to persons of all ages. Be 

forewarned, Michelle has some rare exhibits of 

animal poop!!!! 

 
May 26, 2012-Frazier Park Car Show  
The Museum is once again participating in the 

car show with a booth and books for sale.  

Come see our new book offerings such as 

“Growing up in Wheeler Ridge” by Robert M. 

Dorsey. We also should have some fun guessing 

games on your knowledge of “olden times”.  

 
June 2nd-Car Tour of Hungry Valley  
Michelle Hofmann, State Park Interpreter for 

Hungry Valley SVRA, will conduct a car tour 

through parts of Hungry Valley and talk about 

the native grasses, flowers, oaks and wildlife in 

the Park.  She will also discuss resource 

management in the Park.  We will meet at the 

Museum at 9:00 am where Michelle will give a 

short introduction while we have coffee and 

pastries. Then we will car pool to Hungry Valley. 
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Bring your own lunch and relax under the old 

oak trees. Space is limited, so call the Museum 

to reserve your spot. Cost: $5 

 
June 19th-Chamber of Commerce Mixer 
Museum members are invited to eat and 

mingle at our Mountain Communities Chamber 

Mixer. We will have food, drinks, and door 

prizes. Festivities start at 5:30 pm and end at 

7:30 pm at the Museum. 

 

June 28th-“Night Talks” presents: 

David K. Lynch, astronomer, who will present 

“Color and Light in Nature,” a talk on some of 

the following questions: “What is a rainbow? 

Why is the sky blue? Why is the setting sun red 

and flattened? What is a mirage? Why are 

there rays or spokes coming from the setting 

sun? What is the green flash? Can it be 

photographed? Why does the moon look so 

big on the horizon? Why do stars twinkle? What 

is an aurora borealis? Is it really darkest before 

dawn? Why are wet spots dark? What is that 

ring around the Sun? Why can water appear so 

many different colors? The talk will be held at 

the new Frazier Park Library located at 3732 

Park Drive. Cookies will be provided by The 

Coffee Cantina and coffee and juice will be 

provided by the Museum. So, bring your sweet 

tooth and a curious mind. The talk is free, starts 

at 6:00 pm, and is open to people of all ages. 

  

July 13, 2012 – Town Hall Meeting 
Bonnie Ketterl-Kane, the Museum Historian, will 

present a talk on “The First People” at the 

Condor Room in the Pine Mountain Clubhouse 

starting at 7:00 p.m. Ms. Kane will discuss the 

First Nation’s people and the first frontier 

families who resided in and around our 

mountain communities. Her talk is free to the 

community. 

 

July 21, 2012 –Annual Picnic 
We’ll begin serving at 4:00 p.m. Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be provided by the Museum. 

Bring a special dessert or side dish to share.  

 

July 26, 2012 – “Night Talks” 
Our featured presentation is unconfirmed for 

this date, but is scheduled to take place at the 

Museum at 6:00 p.m. Come early and tour the 

Museum. 

 

 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS 
A new feature we are offering to Businesses is 

membership that comes with a business card 

sized advertisement in four (4!) issues of our 

newsletter, as well as a 10% discount on in-store 

museum items.  

 

LIFE MEMBERS 

We would like to correct the omission of Eloise 

Richer from our list of Life Members in the last 

issue of the newsletter.  

 

PUBLICATIONS 
Bonnie Kane has completed an index of 

Delores McKenzie Atmore Gentry’s “Heap of 

Livin’”.  It will be available free with new 

purchases of the book.  Anyone who already 

has the book may order the index for the cost 

of shipping and handling ($2.00). 

 
AN UNUSUAL VISITOR 
A recent visitor to the museum was Kumiko 

Noguchi of Kyoto, Japan. Kumi is an instructor 

of Native American Studies at the International 

Institute of American Studies. She has been 

communicating with our Museum Historian, 

Bonnie Kane, about a unique Indian leader 

from our area, Juan Chico, who did his best to 

help his suffering people when they were held 

at Fort Tejon in the mid 1860’s. Accompanying 

Ms. Noguchi to Frazier Park was Vernon Vera, a 

tribal elder at the Tule River Indian Reservation. 

 
Vernon Vera & Kumiko Noguchi review museum files 

(B.Kane photo) 

 

MEETINGS 
Regular meetings of the Board of Directors are 

held at the Museum on the second Thursday of 

each month at 6:00 p.m.; next one on May the 

10th. 
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BUENA VISTA MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY:  
May 17th FREE Admission from 12 noon -4 pm 

(on the third Thursday of each month). 
BVMNH is located between 20th and 21st 

street in the heart of Downtown Bakersfield at 

2018 Chester Ave, For more information call 

661-324-6350 

 

THANKS TO THE COFFEE CANTINA 
FOR THE COOKIES PROVIDED AT 

OUR “NIGHT TALKS”! 
 

        
SECRETARY’S REPORT: 

In compliance with our new Bylaws, our Board 

of Directors held an election for the two year 

term of January 2012 – December 2013. Along 

with incumbents Daisy Cuddy, Susan Amon, 

David Goodkin, Chandra Mead, Donna Turner, 

Peter Mack, Jessie Jamar and Bonnie Kane, the 

Board would like to welcome new members 

Lois Lee, Bethel Billesbach and Harry Nelson.  

Our new Officers for the same term are: Susan 

Amon as President, David Goodkin as Vice 

President, Chandra Mead as Secretary and 

Daisy Cuddy as Treasurer. 

    
Top row: Bethel Billesbach, David Goodkin, Daisy Cuddy, 

Jessie Jewell Jamar, Harry Nelson, Bonnie Kane. Bottom 

row: Chandra Sargent Mead, Lois Lee, Susan Amon, Donna 

Turner. Not shown: Pete Mack. 

ESTATE PLANNING AND 
ENDOWMENTS 

Consider leaving a portion of your estate to the 

Museum as a bequest or endowment! 

What is an endowment? It is a commitment to 

hold the principal of a fund in perpetuity in 

order to generate earnings that will benefit a 

charitable use. Earnings from the endowment 

provide income to support a non-profit 

organization's programs and services (such as 

ours). 

The Museum has a link on our web site to the 

Kern Community Foundation. KCF is available 

to help the Museum develop a planned giving 

program to grow endowments, and to handle 

investment and administrative details.  

 

HISTORY DAY  AT EL TEJON SCHOOL 
The Museum currently houses the display by 

Lea Graham who won First Prize at the History 

fair for 6th, 7th & 8th grade students put on by El 

Tejon School. Lea’s exhibit just happens to 

cover the Ridge Route.  Thank you Lea for the 

loan!  

            
          (C.Mead photo) 

 

WHO’S DOING WHAT:  
Event Coordinator: Susan Amon 

Historian & Inside Curator – Bonnie Kane 

Grants, & Grounds Curator – David Goodkin 

Membership – Jessie Jewell Jamar 

Rotating Exhibits – Donna Turner 

Bookstore: Chandra Mead 

Computers & Web Site – Peter Mack 

Acquisitions – Curtis Newman  

Librarian – Karen Anthony 

Newsletter–B. Kane, D. Cuddy, C. Mead 
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Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 
Membership Form 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership           $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership          $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership          $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership          $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership          $50.00 

_____   ______   Lifetime Membership                  $300.00 

Telephone_____________________  Cell Phone __________________________________ 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by:     _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership given to: Name(s) _____________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of _____________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent_________________________________________ 

Donations: $_____Building Fund        $_____Publication Fund        $_____General Fund 

 

 

Order form for books on local history (also available in our store or on-line) 

TITLE COST SHIPPING* 

The Art of Gathering & Making Elderberry Jam $2.50 $1.25 

Cuddy Cattle Drive $1.50 $1.25 

Dawn to Dusk (Poems of Florence Cuddy) $1.50 $1.25 

Growing Up in Wheeler Ridge $8.00 $3.50 

Heap of Eatin' Cookbook $10.00 $3.75 

Heap of Livin' (McKenzie family history) $20.00 $4.25 

Homesteaders Heyday (Lockwood Valley – 1920's) $12.00 $3.50 

Mines, Murders & Grizzlies (Lockwood Valley) $12.00 $3.50 

A View From the Ridge Route:   

     Vol. 1 The First People  $15.00 $3.75 

     Vol. 2 The Fort Tejon Era $15.00 $3.75 

     Vol. 3 The Ranchos $18.00 $3.75 

     Vol. 4 The Resources $22.00 $4.25 

*Call for shipping & handling cost in ordering more than one book 

QUANTITY NAME OF BOOK COST  SHIPPING TOTAL 

     

     

     

TOTAL 
ENCLOSED 

   $ 
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MANY THANKS TO TEJON 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE FOR 

THE PRINTING OF OUR 
NEWSLETTER!!!! 
 

HOW TO REACH US… 

The Museum and Historical Society offices are 

located at 3515 Park Drive in Frazier Park – just 

east of the Post Office.   Our hours are Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons, 12 noon to 

4 p.m.  

For donations our tax I.D. # is 77-0431597 

Museum phone: 661-245-RRHS (7747) 

Web site:  www.rrchs.org 

Email:   rrchs@frazmtn.com 

USPS mail:  P.O. Box 684 

   Frazier Park, CA  93225 

 

CHECK YOUR LABEL FOR 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM 

& HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

P.O.BOX 684 

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An exciting speaker or program 

(see article pages 4 & 5) 

On the 4th Thursday of each month  

At 6:00 p.m.at the Frazier Park Library  

Free admission and refreshments 

http://www.rrchs.org/
mailto:rrchs@frazmtn.com

