
              

Newsletter editors:  Chandra Sargent Mead & Bonnie Ketterl Kane 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Museum  website:   www.rrchs.org 

Museum email:  rrchs@frazmtn.com 

Museum phone:  661-245-7747 

Museum hours:   Fri., Sat. & Sun. 12-4; summer 12-5 

 

ANNUAL RAFFLE 
 

Included with this edition of the newsletter 

you should find 6 tickets and a return envelope. You 

can use the envelope to return your raffle ticket 

purchase ($1 apiece or 6 tickets for $5) OR: renew 

your membership, send in a donation or just to drop 

us a note.   The raffle prizes so far are: 

    1. a lovely purple, ivory & teal afghan crafted by 

our own Hanni Mosig, 

    2. a red, tan & multi-colored quilt prepared by 

Dawn Burns (photos were in our last edition), 

    3. A certificate for a one night stay at the Old 

Bear Bed & Breakfast in PMC, and 

    4. A certificate for two to a Wind Wolves Preserve 

tour "in" Maricopa. 

The drawing will be held Sat. December 6th, 

in conjunction with the Winter Festival in FP. 

 

75 YEARS AGO . . . 
 

School was held in numerous locations 

(homes and old buildings) throughout our early 

mountain communities, until 1918. That year the 

Pershing School (named after Army General John 

Pershing in World War I) was built in the growing 

community of Lebec and all children of the area 

were “bussed” there in private vehicles. Some years 

later a second school was built at the community of 

Grapevine and called Pershing School #2. With all 

the growth along the busy Ridge Route Highway, 

attendance soon outgrew those two facilities. 
 

In the late 1930's, six acres of land, in an 

area once known as the “Mill on the Ridge”, was 

purchased from Tejon Ranch. The Mill name may 

have come from the roadside rest stop once 

located there, which had a windmill on top of the 

diner, or may have carried through from the days of 

Fort Tejon. In 1858 the military moved their lumber 

mill from the Frazier Park area back to the Fort.  

 
Back side of the newly completed school 

Built as a Works Progress Administration 

(WPA) project in the style of early California, El Tejon 

School opened in September of 1939 (75 years 

ago). It consisted of an office, two large classrooms 

and an auditorium. Shortly after, housing for the 

teachers was built on the grounds, which is now the 

District Office. Today the original building, now 

greatly expanded, still serves as the main 

secondary school of Frazier Mountain.  
 

 The dedication for the fine new school was 

held on June 1, 1939 with, as the local newspaper 

of the day, THE RIDGE ROUTE RAMBLER, (which our 

newsletter is named after) reported:  “Responding 

to the request of the organizers, most of those 

present turned out in colorful early California 

costumes and the varied raiment added a brilliant 

note to the events of the evening."   

 

 
1939 1st-4th grade El Tejon classes including Bob Dorsey (top 

left), and teacher/principal/superintendent Mrs. Mabel Smailes  

(center) 
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The first District superintendent was Mrs. 

Mabel Gillespie Smailes, who had begun teaching 

in the Pershing school at Lebec in 1930 and 

continued with the El Tejon District until 1960.  
  

In his book GROWING UP IN WHEELER RIDGE 

Robert Dorsey wrote of that first day of school as 

follows:  “About sixty of we little people started 

classes that day. Mrs. Gillespie" (Smailes) "was my 

second grade teacher and also the principal and 

superintendent of the school. All of the students 

that attended school that year were crowded into 

two rooms because the third room wasn’t finished 

yet. Mrs. Rich taught grades five through eight and 

Mrs. Gillespie grades first through fourth. 
 

Mr. Dorsey was instrumental in holding class 

reunions for those early students in the 1990’s and 

spoke at this year’s graduation, letting students and 

audience know about his experiences back when 

El Tejon School first opened.  

 

ACQUISITIONS. . .    
 

 A very unique laundry stove has been 

donated to the museum by Arline & Tom Cappell of 

Mission Hills, longtime friends & co-worker of author 

& former resident, Bob Dorsey. This Tennessee Stove 

Works washer stove was salvaged from a cabin in 

the Hungry Valley area near the old Highway 99 in 

the 1950's. These small wood or coal stoves were in 

production from the 1880's to the 1920's. They had a 

water reservoir to heat water for laundry. Unique to 

this stove are the inlet and outlet used to bring 

water into the reservoir. 
 

                   

 

 

 Another recent acquisition was donated by 

a former resident of the Frazier Mountain area, Rick 

Shipper. Rick has been very active in working the 

local gold mines over the past 40 years and 

rescued this four-foot pulley from the White Mule 

Mine on the west side of Frazier Mountain. 

According to Mr. Shipper the roughly 200 lb. pulley 

was hoisted and housed on a head frame some 50-

75 feet above the 320 foot shaft into the ground – 

no small feat!! Mr. Shipper also informed us that 

there were four horizontal shafts that could be 

accessed from the vertical shaft.  
 

    
 

Rick Shipper, Bob Glass and Jim Kane maneuver the huge pulley 

into place in the mining exhibit area 

 

The first recorded activity at the White Mule 

Mine is located in the 1888 report of Steven Bowers, 

California Mineralogist, in which he reported it 

showing “a rich load” at that time, but he didn’t 

indicate who was working the mine.  
 

An article located in an 1893 issue of the 

LOS ANGELES TIMES reported:  “Messrs. Harbell, 

Hazlett and Bergoren have just put up a Huntington 

Mill on the While Mule Mine that will be lighted by 

electricity" (run by a generator of course). "They 

have about 100 tons of ore on the dump, which 

concentrates to about $70 to $80 of gold per ton.”  
 

In the 1920’s, Lockwood Valley 

homesteader, Bill deLancey, wrote of the White 

Mule Mine:  “There were many buildings whose 

shafts were worked spasmodically by the people 

who bought it after its heyday. This gold mine had 

been the most extensive on the mountain.”  
 

 More information on this and other local 

mines can be found in Volume IV of The View from 

the Ridge Route - The Resources. 

 

 



NEW TO THE BOOK STORE:  
 

 The long-

awaited Volume 5 of 

Bonnie Ketterl Kane’s 

“A View From The 

Ridge Route: The 

Roadways” is now 

available. It covers 

travel through our 

mountain area from 

the native trails to 

Interstate 5. The 

book not only 

includes the building 

of these roads but 

many stories of travel 

experiences taken 

from journals and 

newspaper clippings 

as well. The 400 page paperback book with 400 

photographs, will give the reader a thorough history 

of local travel from the early 1800’s to the present. 

You may order on-line or by sending a check for 

$27 (incl. shipping) to the museum address. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Friday, August 8: at 4:30, we will host a Drum and 

Song Circle presented by Sarah-Jane "SunJay" 

Owen and Alan "Spirit Hawk" Salazar; a gathering of 

music making, storytelling and sacred songs; learn 

about the music of the Chumash and their 

neighboring tribes; learn how to play clapper sticks, 

bull roarers, shakers and a hoop drum, and sing 

traditional native songs. Donations encouraged. 
 

Saturday, August 16: Our annual fundraising Dinner 
will be held once again on the beautiful garden 

patio of Hanni Mosig in Pinion Pines. The meal will 

be catered by Keith Barnes of the Garden Spot in 

Bakersfield. Entertainment will be Frazier Mountain's 

own song-writing, singing duo, Allie & Vallie. Cost 

will be $50 per plate. Call the museum by Aug.6 to 

make your reservation. We hope you can attend.  
 

Monday, September 1: We all love a good 

Rummage Sale and the museum holds one of the 

best on the mountain. This year it has been moved 

to the museum, for one day only – Labor Day. 

Please bring “slightly used” or collectible items that 

you might be able to donate to the museum 

anytime before the sale or call for pick-up. They will 

be greatly appreciated.   
 

Wednesday, September 17: at 3:00 p.m., find out 

about the underwear your grandparents wore at 

our Bloomer Tea; enjoy tea & cookies while Bonnie 

Kane and Hanni Mosig amuse you with period 

underwear facts & items; cost: $10. Please call or 

email to sign up. 

 

Saturday, Sept. 27: The annual San Andreas Fault 

Tour will once again be led by Buena Vista 

Museum’s Tim Elam. Cost: $10. Call our museum to 

sign up. 

 

INSURANCE AND GRANTS  
 

When we opened the museum in 1997 we 

were able to get very reasonable insurance 

through the Conference of California Historical 

Societies. The insurance company did not make 

contact with us about needed upgrades and we, 

as a group of ever-changing volunteers, were 

unaware of the need. 
 

This year we became aware of a California-

based insurance company just for non-profit 

organizations such as us. With an office in 

Bakersfield, we are confident that we will be able to 

work more closely with them. But in the process we 

have become aware that our premiums will triple in 

order to have the coverage we should have had all 

along!! Therefore we are looking for help in 

covering the additional cost. Our income is based 

on memberships, donations, fundraisers and the 

book store, which barely meet our expenses of 

mortgage, utilities, security, inventory, etc. If you 

can assist us in this need it would be greatly 

appreciated.  
 

The last newsletter we reported on a Grant 

we received from the Kern County Board of Trade 

for new brochures. Recently we received another 

much needed grant from the Bakersfield 

Californian newspaper. With these funds we plan to 

have preservative applied to all the wood surfaces 

on the grounds such as the Cuddy cabin, have the 

handicapped space resurfaced and acquire a 

computer program to record and value our many 

acquisitions.  

 

 

 



 

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES! 

Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership     $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership    $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership    $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership    $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership    $50.00 

_____   _____   Lifetime Membership    $300.00 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of _____________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent_________________________________________________ 

Donations: $______Building Fund  $_______Publication Fund  $______General Fund 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

MANY THANKS TO 

 
FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR NEWSLETTER!!!! 

 

 

A BIG "THANK YOU"  
 

TO TABATHA OF TABCLEAN FOR MUSEUM HOUSEKEEPING 
 

TO SCOTT ROSEN & FRAZIER MOUNTAIN INTERNET FOR 

HIS SERVICES AND SUPPORT! 
 

AND TO PC PAL FOR THEIR CONTINUED SOFTWARE SUPPORT 
 



PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT 

SUPPORT US! 

 

 

 

 



EVENTS – YOU MAY HAVE MISSED: 
May 17: Lilac Festival booth and participation in Center 

of the World parade group, featuring Don Billesbach’s 

1930 Ford. 

 

July 22: "Nite Talk" PARK WALK led by Bonnie Kane.  

 

July 23: 46 children and parents from the Boys & Girls 

Club participated in the Library’s Story Time, followed by 

a nature walk through the park, ending at the museum's 

interactive gold-panning exhibit 

 

July 19: Our Annual Member & Community Appreciation 

PICNIC provided a wonderful gathering for all. Interim 

President Bob Glass built a barbeque for the museum and 

manned the grill, Secretary Chandra Mead welcomed 

guests and shared information on coming events. 

Unfortunately (for us) it began to rain, and we had to 

forego entertainment from local TV personality Don 

Eubank, who was all “geared” up to tell us about clocks.   

 

 

          
 

Bob Glass at BBQ (photo Gary Meyers- Mountain Enterprise) 

 

    
 

      Bethel & Don Billesbach picnic in the rain (photo B. Kane) 

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR  

LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL DATE! 

 


