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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

from Susan Amon 

 

As Spring approaches and we 

thaw out from Winter, the Museum 

is excited to bring back some of our 

fun events. Look for us at the Frazier 

Park Car show and the Lilac Festival 

in Pine Mountain Club in May. We’ll 

have booths set up to sell books 

from the Museum bookstore. We’re 

also scheduling a few Night Talks at 

the Frazier Park Library this spring 

and early summer. Watch the En-

terprise or the Pioneer for our an-

nouncements. I hope most of you 

are enjoying the new Living History 

column in the Pioneer and learning 

all about our local history. 

 

Come and join us on Saturday, 

May 4th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

(noon) for our clean-up day! Bring 

a rake or two, your weed whack-

ers, or just lend us a helping hand 

cleaning up the grounds. We ap-

preciate all the help we can get.   

Don’t forget we love hearing from 

our membership.  So, give us a call 

or email us, and give us feedback 

on how we are doing! 

THE LEGEND OF CHUCHUPATE  
By Bonnie Ketterl  Kane  
 

 There is a wonderful Indian legend in our mountains that we are re-

minded of every year about this time.  It was last told by an Indian el-

der, Eugenia Leon, in the late 1800’s and thankfully recorded by some-

one else. Here is a condensed version. 

 

 There was once a 

beautiful Indian maiden 

who was born to the 

Mountain Chumash 

people. Her name was 

Chuchupate and it was 

well known that she had 

an unusual fondness for 

wild flowers. As she grew 

into womanhood she 

gained the knowledge of 

how to use the various 

plants and flowers to 

help her people and be-

came a respected med-

icine woman.  People 

from near and far 

brought her unusual 

plants and flowers which 

she would plant, and 

care for, and study. Her 

remarkable cures, to-

gether with her super-

natural powers, so endeared her to her people that she was included in 

the tribal councils, as her wisdom was so valued. 

 

 Chuchupate spent her life curing the ill, teaching the people and 

protecting the flowers.  She lived to be over one hundred years old, but 

when she realized that winter would come no more for her, she let her 

people know that she would be leaving them.  Chuchupate told them 

that when she reached the upper world, her spirit would return in the 

form of a flower to protect the mountain.  Her inconsolable people lit 

watch fires everywhere for her spirit to find its way and lamented her 

loss greatly. A terrible winter followed and the people were weakened
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by starvation and disease. But as spring came, they

were amazed to find the ground carpeted by bright 

yellow flowers where none had grown before, just as 

she had told them. They believed that the spirit of 

their beloved medicine woman dwelt in the new 

plant and named it after her. They found the plant 

had great healing power with almost magical cura-

tive qualities. Thus, even in death, Chuchupate con-

tinued to help her people. It is said that the sacred 

flower still blooms in these mountains and meadows 

where she once walked – and nowhere else on 

earth. Chuchupate continues as the guardian of wild 

flowers that bloom so abundantly here - as they con-

tinue to cover the hills unlike few other places on 

earth. As we go to press in mid April the poppies and 

lupine are just beginning to bloom in the northern 

part of our area, along the eastern edge of Grape-

vine Canyon and on Tejon Ranch.  

 

 It is thought that the Chuchupate flower is the ar-

row-leaf balsam root, a member of the sunflower 

family. The plant grows in large clumps to a height of 

about a foot and a half. Its bright yellow flowers can 

be three inches across and give off a pleasant odor. 

The leaves are heart or arrow-shaped. It was be-

lieved to be capable of curing anything, especially 

colds and stomach ailments. Pieces of the dried root 

were worn in the form of a necklace or small orna-

ment so as to be available to be chewed, made into 

a tea or for protection from rattlesnakes. People be-

lieved that the plant had an odor that snakes did not 

like and that would even make them docile. The 

plant was used with fish oil to treat snake bite. 

 

 A generously flowing spring on Frazier Mountain 

has long been called Chuchupate Spring with the 

campground nearby also named for the medicine 

woman. The valley to the west of Lake of the Woods, 

where Chuchupate Spring flows down to, has been 

called by some Chuchupate Meadows or Little Cud-

dy Valley. It is where our first non-Indian pioneer, John 

Cuddy, settled in the 1860’s, long after Chuchupate 

was gone. In 1901, a young woman by the name of 

Florence Hollenbeck, from a family that had settled 

in the Lebec area, married into the Cuddy family, 

and being a great lover of the plants and flowers of 

the area, wrote a poem in tribute to Chuchupate. 

 

RAFFLE 

 This year's raffle prize so far will be a 44" x 62" lav-

ender afghan crocheted by Hanni Mosig. We hope 

to add other prizes as the year progresses. We will 

send out a ticket mailing with the next edition of the 

newsletter. Meanwhile the tickets are $1 apiece, or 6 

tickets for $5, at the museum or one of our communi-

ty events. Drawing will be at the end of the year. 

TIMELINE OF THE PETER LEBECK 
BARK By Bonnie Ketterl Kane 

 

In our Fall 2012 edition of this newsletter we carried a 

brief story about Peter Lebeque’s killing by a bear, 

and his subsequent burial on what is now Fort Tejon 

State Park land. His companions that buried him also 

memorialized him by carving the epitaph “I.H.S – PE-

TER LEBECK KILLED BY A X BEAR OCT'R 17, 1837” in the 

bark of an 

oak tree 

nearby. Here 

is the timeline 

we have 

compiled 

from various 

articles and 

interviews 

about the 

bark: 

 

1888 – Ed-

ward Beale, 

the founder 

of Tejon 

Ranch,made 

a speech in 

Bakersfield to 

a group of 

railroad men 

honoring him 

because he 

had given 

the railroad access across his property in the Teha-

chapi area. He told of a carving he first saw on an 

oak tree at Fort Tejon back in 1854. The bark had 

since repaired itself and the carving could no longer 

be seen. He said he was planning to locate a town 

on or near the site of the old Fort Tejon that would be 

called “Lebecque”, after the noble hunter who died 

there. We are not sure what spelling Mr. Beale would 

have used but this was how the local Bakersfield 

newspaper reported it. Mr. Beale became the owner 

of the Fort Tejon property when he bought the 

Castac Mexican Land Grant in 1866 and made it a 

part of Ranchos El Tejon.  

 

1889 – Beale’s speech probably inspired someone 

from a group of Bakersfield adventurers called the 

Foxtail Rangers to plan their next summer outing to 

the grounds of old Fort Tejon. On this outing one of 

them located the tree and, no doubt with Beale’s 

pre-approval, the bark was removed in three pieces. 
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The bark was given to Beale and put on display at 

his hotel in Bakersfield, the Ingleside Hotel (NW corner 

of 17th and Chester) Beale gave permission to locate 

and open the grave.   

 

1890 – In the July of this year, with much ceremony, 

the grave was opened and the skeleton nearly six 

feet long and broad in proportion was located. The 

right forearm, the left hand and both feet were miss-

ing and two ribs were broken. The earth removed 

was carefully searched for any evidence about the 

burial but none was found.  Photographs were taken 

and Mr. Lebeck was again buried, and the grave 

covered with flowers. It seems that sometime in the 

next few years Beale took the bark to his home in 

Washington, D.C. and put it on display at the Smith-

sonian Institution.  

 

1899 – The bark was once again on display at the 

Ingleside Hotel when the hotel burns to the ground. 

But the bark was rescued by one of the Foxtail Rang-

ers, Sheriff Borgwardt, and stored in a bank safe un-

der his protection. 

 

1900 – Truxtun Beale has Beale Library built on the site 

of the burned hotel, in memory of his father who died 

in 1893, and soon after the bark was put on display 

there. 

 

1937 - Tejon Ranch donated the Fort Tejon land 

where Peter’s grave is located to the State of Cali-

fornia to be preserved as an historic park. 

 

1956 – The three pieces of bark are moved to the 

Kern County Museum, possibly because the library 

was badly damaged in the 1952 earthquake and 

needed to be replaced. 

 

1961 – Two pieces of the bark are loaned to Fort 

Tejon State Historical Park for display there.  

 

2011 – The bark was given back to the Kern County 

Museum due to concern that Fort Tejon might close 

in state-wide budget cuts. 

 

ACQUISITIONS  

 Interesting donations continue to come in to the 

museum.  In the past months we have received a 

copy of an 1856 map titled “Geological Map of 

Tejon Pass and Canada de las Uvas” (Grapevine 

Canyon). The map was made in order to survey the 

best route for a railroad from the Mississippi to the 

Pacific. We actually have quite an inventory of old 

maps that Curtis Newman has taken care of over the 

many years.  Our new docent Dale Sheldon has ac-

cepted the task of cataloging all our maps. 

 We have received an original and wonderful Indi-

an winnowing basket, and a number of bathroom 

items from the early 1900’s that are now housed in 

the old medicine cabinet from the Lebec Hotel. Ad-

ditionally we have received a wind-up clock that 

was used on the steering column of an early auto-

mobile, a blue light that was used on a World War II 

vintage motorcycle, a popcorn popper from the 

1920’s and 2 gas pump nozzles from the 1940-50’s. 

 
GLEN 'BUCKY' ALZOLA 

 

 
  

 We're sad to report the passing of Glen "Bucky" 

Alzola on March 8, 2013. He was born August 16, 1933 

into the McKenzie pioneer family that settled in the 

Fort Tejon area in the 1850's.  

 His father, Boni Alzola, was considered one of the 

last true cowboys of the Antelope Valley. He was also 

a miner at the "Oh Susanna" gold mine in the hills 

south of Neenach. Bucky remembered playing in the 

dirt near the mine entrance and filling his toy dump 

truck with pieces of gold.  

 His mother, Wilma Atmore, was the daughter of 

Ted Atmore, another cowboy, and Delores McKen-

zie. Bucky was raised in Gorman by his grandmother 

"Dory" (Delores). His grandmother's handwritten story 

of her life was captured in the book "Heap of Livin", 

published by the museum. She recounts her family's 

wagon train travel from Texas through the desert by 

Willow Springs, and life in Gorman.  

 Bucky was very active at one time in field dog tri-

als. His memorial was held at the Bakersfield National 

Cemetery on March 26, 2013.  

 
(condensed from an article by Bonnie Kane in the Moun-

tain Enterprise) 
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MUSEUM EVENTS 

MARCH 9:  Instructor Bonnie Kane had a good turn- 

   out for her Pine Needle Basket Weaving     

  Class here at the museum. 

APRIL 9 Tue. at 6:00 p.m. Night Talk at the Library: Da-

vid Clendenen, ecologist, and Jana Borba, 

naturalist, from the Wind Wolves Preserve 

talked about wildflowers and native plants. 

Free admission and refreshments. 

 

MAY 4:  Saturday.  Cleanup Day 

May 18-19: Vendor Table at Base Camp in PMC   

  for Lilac Festival 

May 21:  Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.: Night Talk at the  

   Library: Tim Elam on the geology of Kern   

  County. Free admission and refreshments. 

Sat. 25:  Vendor table at Frazier Park Car Show 

 

JUNE     We hope to have someone from Wind 

Wolves back for a Night Talk on wildflowers 

and animal life. 

JULY 12 Friday  7:00 p.m. Town Hall Meeting at  the 

Condor Room in PMC – Bonnie  Kane  will 

speak on the Ridge Route;                         Free 

admission   

July. 20:  Saturday at 4:30 p.m. Annual PICNIC –      

  Potluck at the Museum. Bring dish to share   

 for 8 people; Burgers & drinks provided.    

 Cost: $2/non-member.  

 

Plans for a Night Talk are still underway for July. 

 

EVENTS AT OTHER LOCAL LO-

CALES 

 On April 13, the Ridge Route Preservation Organi-

zation (not to be confused with us) will meet at the 

Ranch House Restaurant in Gorman at 9:00 a.m. to 

begin a day of work on the Old Ridge Route. Bring 

gloves, sunscreen, a sack lunch and folding chair. 

Further cleanup days will be held on the second Sat-

urday of each month. RSVP by emailing 

ridgeroute1915@yahoo.com.  

 On Saturday June 1 at noon, the Fort Tejon Histori-

cal Association is hosting a Victorian Tea Party at the 

Fort. Tea party attire (gloves, hats & lace) are en-

couraged. Tickets are $15/adult and $10/child 

(7years & up). 

 In September the F.T.H.A. is hoping to sponsor a 

two day “Timeline” event at Fort Tejon. They are hop-

ing to have a Peter Lebeck, some 1830-40’s 

Californios, 1856 Dragoons, 1864 Civil War infantry, 

1890’s civilians, WWI cavalry and 1930’s US artillery, as 

well as cars or trucks from 1900-20 and 1940-50 with 

civilians in period outfits. More info on both events at 

the website www.forttejon.org or email at 

LindaBosley66@hotmail.com. 

AND NOT SO LOCAL EVENTS... 

Aaron & Lillian Densley, descendents of Joseph Gale, at his Memo-

rial in Eagle Valley, OR 

 On Saturday June 22 at the Eagle Valley Ceme-

tery near New Bridge, Oregon, a dedication is 

scheduled of the new Joseph Gale Memorial.  

 Joseph Gale was the father of Eliza Gale, who 

married John Fletcher Cuddy and founded the local 

Cuddy clan in the 1850's. Joseph Gale was not only a 

fur trapper, ship builder, sea captain and cattle driv-

er, but he also became the first Governor of Oregon. 

He was in the Fort Tejon area raising livestock and 

hay, and starting a sawmill, when his daughter met 

John Cuddy.  He went on to run the Kern River Ferry 

and Butterfield Stage Station there, led mining expe-

ditions in Washington, then raised fruit trees and be-

came the first U.S. Postmaster of Eagle Valley, Ore-

gon. He was quite a guy, his full story told in the book 

"Governor Joseph Gale and His Indian First Lady" by 

descendents Lillian and Aaron Densley. This book is 

available at the museum bookstore. 

 Mother and son, the Densleys also recently 

placed headstones for 2 of Eliza Gale's sisters, Mary 

Gale Towbin and Clara Gale Holcolm, at the Eagle 

Valley Cemetery. 

 

MANY THANKS TO 

 
FOR THE PRINTING OF 
OUR NEWSLETTER!!!! 

mailto:ridgeroute1915@yahoo.com
http://www.forttejon.org/
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LOCAL BOOKS FOR SALE 

The following titles that cover local history and/or 

were written by local authors are available online 

through our website or in the museum bookstore. 

Look for them soon on Amazon: 

The Art of Gathering & Making Elderberry Jam   

Cuddy Cattle Drive  

Dawn to Dusk (Poems of Florence Cuddy) 

Growing Up in Wheeler Ridge  

Heap of Eatin' Cookbook   

Heap of Livin' (McKenzie family history)  

Homesteaders Heyday (Lockwood Valley – 1920's)    

Mines, Murders & Grizzlies (Lockwood Valley) 

A View From the Ridge Route: 

 Vol. I    The First People   

 Vol. II   The Fort Tejon Era  

 Vol. III   The Ranchos   

 Vol. IV  The Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES 
THAT SUPPORT US!!! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the following busi-

nesses for their membership 

support:  
 
Frazier Park Moose Lodge #2364:  

P.O. Box 215, Frazier Park, CA 93225;  

661-245-1630  

Snedden Ranch;  

P.O. Box 129, Maricopa, CA 93252;   

661-747-5646  
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THANKS TO TABATHA FOR CLEANING 

THE MUSEUM          
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Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership    $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership     $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership     $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership    $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership    $50.00 

_____   _____   Lifetime Membership    $300.00 

 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of _____________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent_________________________________________________ 

Donations: $______Building Fund  $_______Publication Fund  $______General Fund 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

 

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM  

& HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225 

 

The Museum and Historical Society  

offices are located at 3515 Park Drive 

in Frazier Park – just east of the Post  

Office. Our hours are Friday, Saturday  

and Sunday afternoons, 12 noon to  

4 p.m. (Summer ‘til 5 p.m.)  

For donations our tax I.D.# is 77-0431597  

Museum phone: 661-245-RRHS (7747)  

Web site: www.rrchs.org  

Email: rrchs@frazmtn.com  

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR  

LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWAL DATE! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


