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GREAT NEWS!! . . . 

One of the most gracious gifts a museum can 

receive is funds to pay off the mortgage. Many, 

many thanks to Gary and Cynthia Icardo of 

Bakersfield and Mettler for their generous donation 

to do this. They hope to insure the continued 

enjoyment and historical education that we provide 

to residents and visitors alike. The Icardos recognize 

the contribution of the RRCMHS to retain Frazier 

Mountain history and culture, and look forward to 

the next chapter of its expansion plans. 

Cynthia Icardo’s grandparents, Ruth and J. J. 

Jeffries, built a cabin in Frazier Park in the late 20’s, 

which has remained a weekend retreat for their 

family ever since. Cynthia’s cousin, Curtis Newman, 

was one of founding members of the Museum and 

one of its most devoted volunteers until his recent 

move away from Frazier Park. Because of Curtis and 

his late wife, Alma, the Icardos and Cynthia’s parents 

(Charmion and Francis Bettencourt) have always felt 

a very positive connection to the Frazier Community 

and been supportive of the Museum and its events. 

The Icardo’s grandsons now enjoy their visits to the 

Museum.  

With the mortgage gone from the museum’s 

monthly expenses, it will be much easier to operate 

in the black on a regular basis. It is with great 

appreciation that we accept this gift. 
 

AAA SIGN 
 

     

A recent acquisition from the Sjoberg family, 

this 1925 Auto Club sign was at the intersection of 

Lockwood Valley, Frazier Mtn. Park and Cuddy 

Valley Roads in Lake of the Woods. It pointed west to 

Lockwood Valley and the borax mining settlement 

of Stauffer, and to the Chula Vista campground on 

Mt. Pinos. To the east, the Inland Route was the Ridge 

Route Road (today’s Interstate 5) and the 

community of Lebec. 

 

RIDGE ROUTE DIORAMA . . . 
 

We have received 

a gift from Linda 

Marsee of an 

amazing topo-

graphical 

diorama of the 

mountains to the 

south that shows 

the Ridge Route 

and many of the 

road stops long 

that early ridge 

top road. It is the 

work of former 

museum 

volunteer, Carl 

Marsee. Carl was 

instrumental in the 

creation of the 

museum grounds 

after we opened 

in 2003. He helped 

dismantle the 

Cuddy cabin and 

reassemble it at the museum, as well as build the 

outhouse alongside. He oversaw the building of our 

30’s era gasoline service station, the installation of 

the outdoor display information signs, some of the 

mining equipment, and the huge cement mixer used 

in the building of the Ridge Route Road.   

Carl and  Linda Marsee were also very active 

in the Ridge Route Preservation Organization efforts 

to save the old road. They moved to Prescott, 

Arizona some years ago. Carl passed away in 2017 

while hiking with friends over there.  



A 1930’s PHOTO ALBUM . . . 
The museum recently received a wonderful 

surprise in the mail: a wood-bound photo album 

from Rita Vickrey Johnson. The album tells the story 

of the family’s time in the Lebec and Frazier Park 

areas in the 1930’s. Rita’s dad, Dale Vickrey, worked 

at the Lebec Richfield gasoline station, while mom, 

Doris, cared for the home and little Rita. 

 

        
           Dale Vickrey and other Richfield station attendants 
 

A few of the many never before seen photos 

are shared here. The handmade wooden cover 

indicates the album is a souvenir of Bakersfield – no 

doubt bought on a shopping trip to the “big city”.  
 

     
        The Vickrey’s first house in Lebec, now on South Dr.    

 

         
                     The Vickrey’s second house in Lebec 

   

                  The Gas Company complex in 1936 Lebec,  

                   Castac Lake in background              

 

    

     Everyone local knows the “rock house” on Mt. Pinos Way  

that the album’s owner amusingly calls “the millionaire’s house” 

 

                        A rare view of the Lebec Hotel 

 

                 Highway 99 on the road to Bakersfield 



THE BUTT FAMILY . . .  
The mystery of the Butt family has finally been 

uncovered when long-time RRCM member Loraine 

Darling revealed to us that she was a Butt family 

member. We had heard the Butt name in 

conjunction with the Pinon Pines area, but had little 

information.   

Loraine’s father, Leland B. Butt, came from 

Nebraska in the 1920’s to work at the Ryan Aircraft 

factory in San Diego where he worked on 

Lindbergh’s well-known “Spirit of St. Louis”. He 

married Jeffie Weed and had two girls, Lena, born in 

1926, and Loraine, born in 1928. After the Depression 

of 29’ hit and Leland was out of work, they moved 

next to his Uncle Ed Daum’s cabin in Frazier Park. 

Leland then did odd jobs and trapping in the Lebec 

area.  

         
             The house Leland Butt built in Frazier Park abt 1931 
 

Their cabin (shown above) was up the 

mountain from the west end of the park. Loraine’s 

first two years of school were at a house on the 

corner of Kiwanis and Pine Valley behind our current 

library. Then the first “real school” building was built 

in Frazier Park, on Mt. Pinos Way across from the 

present laundromat, where she attended through 

eighth grade. Loraine said that when all the children 

were at school during the winter months, they had 

16 kids in all 8 grades. (During spring and fall, 

attendance was lower because the children were 

often needed to help with chores on family farms 

and ranches.) 

  The modern house in Pinion Pines  

that began as the Butt’s homestead 

 

In 1932, Leland Butt homesteaded in Cuddy 

Valley on a piece of property that had not been 

claimed by the Cuddy family. Leland added on to 

the front and back of the small 10’ x 14’ cabin that 

was already there. That house still stands across from 

the Pinon Pines fire station. They lived there for 12 

years, with their goats, pigs, rabbits, chickens, etc. 

until Leland sold it in 1944 and moved the family to 

northern California.  

During her years in the area, Loraine went to 

school with Ray Darling of Cuddy Valley and later 

married a different Ray Darling. 

Please share with us your connection to our 

area’s history, like this one. It really helps us put the 

pieces of the puzzle together. 
 

 

WHAT YOU MISSED 
Saturday April 14th was a big “road” day. In 

the morning, Historian Bonnie Kane led a large group 

on another Ridge Route Tour from Gorman to the 

Tumble Inn. One of her guests on the tour was our 

speaker for the evening, Stephen Provost. Mr. Provost 

spoke on and showed us many photos from his 

recent book release “Highway 99, the history of 

California’s Main Street”.  

 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 

Tuesday May 1 will be A May Day Tea, with a “My 

Mother’s Apron” theme. 
 

Saturday June 2 at 7:00, Maggie 

Hurley from Hungry Valley State 

Park will speak on snake 

identification and safety. She plans 

to bring a couple of slithery 

“guests” 

Saturday July 21 at 10:00, Bonnie 

Kane will again offer a rib Basket 

Weaving Class; call for reservations; 

$10 cost includes materials 

 

Saturday August 11 at 7:00, 

Scott Rosen will speak on 

astrophotography; just in time 

for the Perseid meteor showers. 

 

Sat., Sun. & Mon. September 1, 2 & 3, 10-4 daily, don’t 

miss our Labor Day Yard Sale 

 



PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT 

SUPPORT US!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     

 

  

TEJON ANNIVERSARY & DINNER 
2018 marks the 175th anniversary of immense Tejon Ranch. We will join them in this historic event and are 

planning another “Destination Dinner” on the Ranch this fall. We will have details in the next issue of the 

“Rambler”. 
 

THIS NEWSLETTER   

If you should receive your newsletter via ground mail in a damaged condition, please let us know and 

we will send you another. And once again, we have included an envelope for you to use to renew your 

membership, to make a donation, to send us a note about the news we’ve printed here, or to share some history 

news. We always appreciate hearing from you.  Thank you! . . .  

 

LAP TOP DONATION & PHOTO SCANNING . . . 
The Robison family have donated an almost new laptop to the museum. As our desktop computer is so 

often in use, this laptop will allow us to transfer the huge acquisition program and others to it, and free up the 

desktop for other things. Lucia Gardiner Hennen – whose family lived here in the 1930’s and 40’s – is recording all 

our many acquisitions for us.  

Another huge museum computer project is scanning all the photos in our archives into a computer. Our 

great friends, Bill Bice and Jeff Prescott of our local business “PC Pal” have undertaken this task – a fantastic and 

needed addition to our efforts to preserve the area’s history.  

 

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES! 
Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 
New Member Renewal 

_____  _____   General Membership (includes spouse & family)  $25.00 

_____  _____   Senior Membership       $15.00 

_____  _____   Business Membership      $50.00 

_____  _____   Lifetime Membership     $300.00 

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address __________________________________________ Telephone(s): _________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by:    _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of ________________________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent____________________________________________________________ 

Donation:   $____________ (to help with our monthly expenses)

 



  MANY THANKS 
TO 

 

 

   FOR THE PRINTING OF 
OUR NEWSLETTER !!! 

 
 

  and to     

BARBARA & SCOTT ROSEN of  

FRAZIER MOUNTAIN 
INTERNET 

  FOR THEIR SERVICES AND 
SUPPORT!  

                                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum Location:   3515 Park Drive, Frazier Park, CA   

Museum Hours:        Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon-4:00;  Summer Noon-5 

Museum Phone:       661-245-7747 

Museum Website:    www.ridgeroutemuseum.org 

Museum Email:        rrchs@frazmtn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR  

LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL DATE! 

 

http://www.ridgeroutemuseum.org/

