CELEBRATING OUR 20TH YEAR!!!!
Editors: Chandra Sargent Mead and Bonnie Ketterl Kane
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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our mountain
communities experienced a phenomenon unlike
any before or since. The artists Christo and JeanneClaude literally covered 18 miles of Tejon Pass with
large, bold yellow umbrellas, from the bottom of
Grapevine Canyon south to Gorman. This very
creative team of artists has “performed” unique
environmental art throughout the world since 1961.
Christo continues to do so using buildings, land and
water as his canvas.

Shelley Leonard Devine of Lebec and
Montana was another paid volunteer. She often
worked seven days a week just because it was
such an amazing event to be a part of. Shelley
chose a location at the Lebec Church, near her
home, and said the art team was very generous
with pay and hours. Mrs. Devine said: “It was
exciting to see the beauty of our hills with a new
perspective and to meet people from all over the
world.” From her vantage point they could also
watch and photograph Christo’s almost daily
coming and going by helicopter over by Castac
Lake.
On October 9, 1991, workers employed by
the artists began opening approx. 3,100 19-foot tall
umbrellas here in California, and north of Tokyo –
two inland valleys, at approximately the same
longitude on each side of the Pacific Ocean – to
signify union between the two countries, 50 years
after World War II. The umbrellas in Japan were
blue to reflect the watery rice fields and yellow in
Southern California to reflect the golden hills.
Tourists from all over the world gathered to
view, photograph and picnic under the umbrellas.
RR Museum member Chickie Jensen recalled her
excitement about the project. When she went to
volunteer, she ended up being hired since they
paid anyone who worked. Quite a “life
experience” for her.

If you have an “Umbrella Experience” you
would like to share with us we would love to add it
to those in our museum files.

MUSEUM CALENDAR
Sat. August 20 – 7 p.m. Living History Theatre- Plans
are progressing for a fun-filled evening of our
outdoor production of “Heap of Livin’ ”, based on
the book by the same name. Historic events
recorded by the McKenzie and Ralphs families of
Gorman will give a glimpse into life in our mountains
just before and after the year 1900. This event will
be presented by our own Museum Muses, along
with tunes from our Music Minstrels. Donations are
encouraged. There will be refreshments for sale.
Don’t miss it!!

established by Lockwood in about
and
expanded by Rollin Brown's family in the 1920's.
Many additions and remodels have been
made through the years. The new owner, Tiffany
Windsor, is developing it as a bed and breakfast,
and has made considerable improvements of her
own, but has also made discoveries of old
architectural features that have been restored. We
are in the discussion stage of holding our 2017
Destination Dinner at Lockwood's Ranch. Look for
announcements in future newsletter editions. Ms.
Windsor believes that the room shown below was
the "dining room" in Trumbo's house.

Sat. August 27 – 6 p.m. Moment at the Museum
Pam DeVries, author of “Plants of the San Emigdio
Mountains”, will speak at the museum on local
flora.
Sat. Sun. & Mon Sept 3,4,5 – The Annual Yard Sale is
fast approaching on Labor Day Weekend. Come
see what treasures you can take home! If you read
this before Labor Day, please bring any nice items
you wish to donate, or call for pickup. This is one of
our most important fundraisers of the year, so your
help is appreciated to make it a big success.
Sat. September 17 at 7:00 p.m.:"A Murdered
Mystery", a comedic production by Karl Garner, will
be staged by the Muses at the Museum; admission
$25. Hors d'oeuvres will be served. This year we are
foregoing a Destination Dinner in favor of this
Mystery Theatre.
Sat. October 1 – Ridge Route Tour - We are
planning a similar celebration to last year’s very
successful 100th Anniversary of the Ridge Route
Road. This 101st Celebration will have a somewhat
different emphasis - to help the Ridge Route
Preservation Organization in their efforts to get the
Ridge Route on the register of National Scenic
Byways. Harrison Scott will give the latest update on
this effort. Tours of the old road are planned. This
event may be subject to change, so call the
museum, check Facebook or our website to get
the latest news.
Sat. October 15 – Moment at the Museum - Bruce
Love will speak at the museum on W. Antelope
Valley Native Americans.

RECENT VISITS AND OUTINGS
In our on-going efforts to add to our
historical archives, Chandra Mead and Bonnie
Kane visited “Lockwood’s Ranch” in Lockwood
Valley, once owned by the blacklisted Hollywood
screenwriter Dalton Trumbo. The ranch was initially

Below is the view of Lockwood Valley from the room's
windows and the pond below that Mr. Trumbo
developed.

A geo-caching class from the High School in
Taft recently visited the museum. While searching
out geo-caches they are introduced to the history
and geography of areas most have never been to.
Shown below, front row, far right, is museum
docent, Barry Lederman, a retired English teacher
and our new liaison to area schools. To the left of
Barry is Wes Collins, the instructor for this great
group of kids.

July was also the Museum's annual picnic;
Gene Dee is shown manning the BBQ.

GRANT RECEIVED . . .

In July the Museum was part of a "California
Gold" event sponsored by the Frazier Park Library.
After storytelling by Jim Cogan at the library, and a
nature walk through Frazier Mountain Park led by
Prospector Stephen Berry acting as Jack London,
they brought the children to the Museum where
Barry Lederman showed them how to Pan for Gold.
In July we also had our second basket
weaving class of the year, instructed by Bonnie
Kane. Instead of Bonnie's usual style/material of
pine needles, this class used flat reeds in a rib-style
of basket. Shown below are Bonnie and some of
the participants gathering their materials.

We are pleased to announce that we have
received a grant from the Bakersfield Californian
Foundation to help with expenses beyond our daily
needs – projects that we would never be able to do
otherwise. This summer we will be replacing our
outdoor information placards, since the old ones are
faded and peeling. We will also add the likeness of a
full-size condor to the museum ceiling. Our biggest
project will be Phase One of our outdoor learning and
event patio, in which some retaining/sitting walls will
be installed. The patio already has a wonderful
beginning with four beautiful Lebec Hotel lamp posts
in working condition. If you’re in the area, drive by and
see them lit up at night. Thanks to Don Billesbach for
the recent installation of post number four's lighting.

LIFETIME MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome two recent
additions to the ranks of our Lifetime Membership:
Barbara Norcross and Wm. Tony Waters. Thank you
both for your support.
Consider a Lifetime donation to the museum; it
is only $300 and goes a long way in supporting the
museum mission.

ENVELOPES . . .
Please note the enclosed envelope. We have
decided not to have a raffle this year, but have
included an envelope anyway in the hope that you
will use it to renew your membership. Your support
helps us keep our doors open. If your membership isn’t
due, perhaps you can send a donation of whatever
amount suits you – and thank you so much!!

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT
SUPPORT US!

FRAZIER PROUD
On Sat. July 23, the Museum co-sponsored a
cleanup, weeding and landscaping event in
conjunction with our Chamber of Commerce, Kern
County Supervisor’s Couch’s office and Friends of
Frazier Mountain Park. Over 40 volunteers showed
up and suited up, as well as Supervisor Couch, his
staff member Ryan Schultz, Parks Department's Bob
Larude, and Aurora & Zorita from Waste
Management's Public Works. Shown below are
some of the hard working volunteers in their new
Frazier Proud t-shirts (courtesy of Jerry Parker at Your
T-Shirt Man) at the Museum Picnic.

bridge) and Mt. Pinos Way were spiffied up just in
time for Fiesta Days in August. By the end of the
morning, a 40 cu. yard bin had been nearly filled.
This cleanup day is only the first in a series of
Frazier Proud events expressing pride in our
community. Future events being explored include
Giving Day, a Park Painting Party and Beautify Your
Space.
Here is the Frazier Proud logo designed by
Rachel Unell of the Frazier Mountain Chamber of
Commerce. If you see anyone wearing a Frazier
Proud t-shirt, you can be certain that they were
one of our hard working crew.

The streets along Park Drive (including the
library grounds), Monterey Trail (including under the

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES!
Please Note: General Membership is now $25 (and includes Family);
there are not separate Student or Family memberships anymore

Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society
Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA 93225
New Member
Renewal
_____
_____
General Membership
$25.00
_____
_____
Senior Membership
$15.00
_____
_____
Business Membership
$50.00
_____
_____
Lifetime Membership
$300.00
Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address ______________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________________
I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email
_____US Mail
_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) ________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
_____Memorial Gift given in the name of ___________________________________________________________
Address where acknowledgment can be sent_______________________________________________________
Donations: $_________Building Fund
$_________Publication Fund
$__________General Fund

MANY THANKS TO
FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR NEWSLETTER!!!!

A BIG
TO

"THANK YOU!"

BARBARA & SCOTT ROSEN OF

FRAZIER MOUNTAIN INTERNET
FOR THEIR SERVICES AND SUPPORT!
and to

FOR THEIR CONTINUED
SOFTWARE SUPPORT

Museum Location: 3515 Park Drive, Frazier Park, CA
Museum Hours: Fri. Sat. & Sun. 12-4; summer 12-5
Museum Phone: 661-245-7747

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O.BOX 684
FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225

PLEASE CHECK YOUR
LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL DATE!

Museum Website: www.rrchs.org
Museum Email: rrchs@frazmtn.com

